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JOHNSTON

READING ROLE MODELS

HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING: Now former Johnston High School's Assistant Principal Matthew Velino, who has been promoted to the JHS’s top admin-
istrative post, Principal, visited third grade students for Read Across America. He read the book, “Enemy Pie” by Derek Munson. For the full story and 
more photos, turn to Pages 12 and 13.

Velino named JHS principal

PRINCIPAL - PAGE 8�

Solar development without clearing RI forests?

Pending
legislation 
could alter 
the state’s 
green energy 
approach

SOLAR - PAGE 8�

By RORY SCHULER

Legislation has passed the Rhode Island State Senate aimed at helping 
developers build solar fields without clearing carbon-eating trees.

On Tuesday, the Senate unanimously passed what a press release called 
“an innovative plan to help set the stage for the future of solar develop-
ment in Rhode Island.”

The bill is sponsored by Sen. Alana DiMario (D-District 36, North Kings-
town, Narragansett and New Shoreham), and creates the Rhode Island 
Renewable Ready program.

The program, according to the Rhode Island General Assembly press 
release, will help “ensure renewable energy projects, such as solar farms, 
are built without increasing electric rates or clearing Rhode Island’s for-
ests.”

“In 2021, we passed the Act on Climate,” said DiMario. “In 2022, we 
passed the renewable energy standard and our offshore wind develop-
ment plan. This year, we need to create our plan for the next ten years of 
solar development in Rhode Island. This bill is a huge step forward in en-
suring our energy is affordable, clean and reliable.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. said he feels local solar projects 

should be taken on a case-by-case basis.
“I’m supportive of encouraging and incentivizing rooftop solar,” Polise-

na explained via email Wednesday morning. “However, residents need to 
remember most of the woods they see is owned by private individuals, not 
the government, and is zoned residential. This means those property own-
ers have the legal right to erect new housing developments, within the 
proper boundaries (R7, R10, R15, R20, or R40), without any zoning ap-
proval.  Therefore, I believe each solar project should be determined on its 
own merits and the abutting property owners should voice their opinion 
as to whether they would rather have solar or new houses erected next to 
them.  Just like many other issues, I would oppose any one-size-fits-all ap-
proach from the state.”

The new state program “would help offset the costs to prepare certain 
sites for renewable energy development, according to the press release. 
“Eligible locations would include rooftops of large buildings, properties 
adjacent to major roads and so-called brownfield sites.”

Ocean State Job Lot opened a solar installation on the rooftop of their 
Johnston location last year. 

By RORY SCHULER

Johnston born and bred, the high 
school’s new principal hugged his entire 
family following Tuesday night’s unani-
mous School Committee vote.

Matt Velino’s rise to one of Johnston’s 
top school administrator posts has been 
meteoric.

“I started off as the Phys Ed and 
Health teacher at Brown Ave. and ECC,” 
Johnston High School’s new principal 
said Tuesday night. “During that time I 
was extremely lucky to work under phe-
nomenal school leaders.”

He named a few (many of whom sat in 

the audience of Tuesday’s School Com-
mittee meeting where Velino was offi-
cially approved as the new JHS princi-
pal): including Helina Dlugon from 
Brown Avenue Elementary, Julie-Anne 
Zarrella and Keri Roberti from the Early 
Childhood Center.

“As I was finishing up my Providence 
College Masters in Educational Leader-
ship program, I moved to be the Behav-
ior Support Coordinator at Winsor Hill 
as part of my internship,” Velino re-
called. “There I worked under Matt 
Yates, another school leader I am ex-
tremely fortunate to have worked with.”

Throughout his education career, Ve-

lino has found guidance and a steady 
supply of role models among his fellow 
faculty and administrators. 

“After I graduated from (Providence 
College) I was hired by West Broadway 
Middle School in Providence,” Velino 
said. “I truly cannot speak highly enough 
of the leadership team and staff at West 
Broadway. Rich Parillo, the Principal, re-
ally helped me find my niche as a school 
leader. Every single decision he makes is 
what is best for his students and staff. 
He makes sure everyone at the table has 
a voice and all are involved in the deci-
sion making process. His leadership 
style is one I try to emulate every day. As 

the kids say, he is a GOAT.”
“G-O-A-T” stands for “Greatest of All 

Time.”
“I was also lucky enough to work 

alongside Karleen Keefe, who was the 
other Assistant Principal,” Velino re-
called, re-examining the path that led 
him to the JHS corner office. “I cannot 
speak highly enough of Ms. Keefe and 
how much she loves her students. I will 
always be extremely grateful for my 
time at WBMS and working with these 
two school leaders, as well as teacher 
leaders like Sherri Mooney and Holly 
Bedrosian.”
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For a complete list of our services, visit our website at 
atmedurgentcare.net

A Walk-In
Urgent Care 

Center
for all your 

medical needs

Occupational 
Medical Services 

available at 
both locations 

including 
pre-employment physicals, 

DOT exams, and drug testing

1524 Atwood Ave., Suite 122
Johnston, RI
401-273-9400

Orthopedic surgeon on site plus immediate access 
to hundreds of physicians and more than 

15 specialists in the same building
Monday-Friday 8 am - 9 pm

Saturday 8 am - 8 pm
Sunday 9 am - 8 pm

5750 Post Road
East Greenwich, RI

401-398-8760
Monday-Friday 8 am - 8 pm

Saturday & Sunday 
9 am - 5 pmOpen 

7 Days
a week

Providing 
care 

for over 
40 
years

Panther of 
the Week

JHS

Say you saw it in the

Johnston SunRise

POTW: This week’s Panther of the Week is Olivia Forgetta. Olivia is 
a freshman at JHS and a student council class representative. After 
high school, Olivia hopes to be involved in Art in some way. Olivia 
was nominated by Ms. Erin Ferraro. Ms. Ferraro nominated Olivia for 
Panther of the Week because of her efforts and participation in the 
Special Olympics Polar Plunge. Olivia raised the most money for her 
class and took the brave dive into the frigid waters. (Photos submit-
ted by Matt Velino, Johnston High School Principal)
Editor’s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly 
series highlighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston 
High School will be nominating students and submitting a caption 
and a photo for publication. You’ll find each week’s winning Panther 
on Page 2 of the Johnston Sun Rise. 
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By PETE FONTAINE

Johnston Schools Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiL-
ullo Jr. and Assistant Superintendent Julie Zarrella, 
stood in the middle of the jam-packed Edward DiS-
imone Gymnasium with special smiles of satisfaction 
on their faces.

For the town’s public school — as well as a host of 
Johnson High School faculty members and staffers 
— there were many proud moments during the recent 
4th Annual Career Fair.

“It’s obvious the Career Fair is a huge success,” 
DiLullo said. “It is quite an undertaking to recruit 
and coordinate over 60 participants to ensure our 
students are exposed to as many diverse careers pos-
sible.”

The exciting event, in fact, attracted a total of 75 
vendors that all set up unique displays and talked 
with countless JHS seniors and juniors about their 
respective organizations, corporations and business-
es.

In the center of it all was Joseph Pirraglia, the ca-
reer coordinator at JHS, who DiLullo and many other 
people praised for his tireless efforts.

“Mr. Pirraglia and the Johnston High team worked 
very, very hard on every detail in planning this 
event,” DiLullo said. “Thank you to each presenter 
for taking the time out of their day to be here as the 
career fair could not be successful without them.”

Perhaps what impressed DiLullo, Zarrella and oth-
ers most was that “we heard comments on how well 
out students were prepared with questions and how 
respectful they all were,” DiLullo said.

“We plan to do it next year,” Pirraglia said. “This 
was very successfully received; we received great 
feedback from our students as well as the career ven-
dors. I personally want to thank everyone who con-
tributed to today’s success. We had approximately 
150 career people in attendance today from a wide 
scope of visitors from the Rhode Island State Police, 
FBI, medical fields, banking and investments, restau-
rant groups and proprietors, state agencies, SBA and 
even hairdressing schools and private businesses.”

The Career Fair began at 7 a.m. with vendors com-
ing into the gymnasium and began setting up many 
impressive displays and stations with table cover-
ings, signage, written materials and giveaways for 
JHS students.

Much to their surprise, all vendors were treated to 
a continental breakfast courtesy of the Dunkin Do-
nuts franchise on Plainfield Pike in Johnston.

Pirraglia also explained: “The purpose of the career 
fair was to expose our juniors and seniors to as many 
career opportunities as possible. The vendors were 
also available to speak with students to give them 
information about their duties, responsibilities, work 
environment and the education and training needed. 
Some of the vendors even had work applications 
ready for those students interested in training and 
employment following graduation.”

Pirraglia also noted: “Our students were intrigued 
and engaged with all the information they received 
while talking with many career people during the 
fair. Likewise, many career vendors noted they were 
impressed with students and that the event was a re-
warding experience for them as well.”

Which is why DiLullo, as he was leaving the gym, 
heaped words of praise upon Pirraglia and those who 
put the Career Fair together, emphasizing: ““The en-
tire event was a great success!”

Career Fair provides glimpse of possible futures

DELTA DENTAL: Nancy Thibodeau is joined by a host 
of students at the Delta Dental of RI information center.

WARM WELCOME: KLR Kahn & Litwin CPA Anthony Mangiarelli and Keith Leduc are welcomed to the Career 
Fair by Johnston School Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr., Assistant Supt. Julie Zarrella and JHS Guidance 
Director Debbie Liccardi. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

OUTSTANDING OFFICERS: RI State Troopers and officers from the RI Sheriffs and Department of Corrections 
were among the many law enforcement people who helped make the carer fair a huge success. 

FINANCIAL FOLKS: Navigant Credit Union officials 
Amanda LaRose and Amanda Villanova are joined by 
JHS students during the recent career fair.
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Stop and Smell the Savings!

4.49% APR*

Auto Loan
rates as low as 90

days no
payments!
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Visit www.cranstonmecu.org
or call 401-463-3010 for
more information.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1.  Colas
 7.  Single-celled animals
 13.  The rear car of a train
 14.  Endangered
 16.  It cools your home
 17.  Helper
 19.  “The First State”
 20. More aged
 22. Partner to cheese
 23.  Type of wrap
 25.  From a distance
 26.  Satisfi es
 28.  “Dallas Buyers’ Club” actor 

Jared
 29.  God of battle (Scandinavian)
 30.  Cooking utensil
 31.  Soviet Socialist Republic
 33.  Able to perform
 34.  Big man on campus
 36.  Second epoch of the Tertiary 

period
 38.  Porticos
 40.  Alban and Peter are two
 41.  Gets up
 43.  Humble request for help
 44.  One-thousandth of an inch (abbr.)
 45.  Unhappy
 47.  Hint or indication

 48.  A way to plead
 51.  Digits
 53.  Broadway actress Daisy
 55.  Jewish calendar month
 56.  Author Gore __
 58.  Peacock network
 59.  White poplar
 60.  Promotional material
 61.  A period of calm
 64.  Take too much
 65.  Emit energy
 67.  Something you can take
 69.  Mended with yarn
 70.  Inconsistent

CLUES DOWN
 1.  Calm down
 2.  One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
 3.  One who pretends
 4.  Hang glide
 5.  Distinctive practice
 6.  Mariner
 7.  Peaks
 8.  Queens ballplayer
 9.  Geological times
 10.  Twofold
 11.  Atomic #13
 12.  Tranquillizing
 13.  Metric weight unit

 15.  Indicates
 18.  Unwanted rodent
 21.  Partly cooked with hot water
 24.  One who can be recommended
 26.  Resembles a bag or pouch
 27.  Midway between south and 

southeast
 30.  Sets up for a photo
 32.  California white oak
 35.  More (Spanish)
 37.  After B
 38.  Decorated tea urn
 39.  Island
 42.  Car mechanics group
 43.  Wordplay joke
 46.  Cut a rug
 47.  Prickly plant
 49.  Speech in praise of a deceased 

person
 50.  European buzzard
 52.  Infl uential linguist
 54.  West African languages
 55.  Siskel’s partner
 57.  Skinny
 59.  Oblong pulpit
 62.  Consumed
 63.  Small, mischievous sprite
 66.  Powerful lawyer
 68.  Indicates position

storage containers for rent
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

yard debris, 
junk removal and more!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

call for pricing and availability.

Very competitiVe rates, fast, reliable courteous serVice

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Goulin StoraGe

smithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

By MICHELINA IRONS
Special to the Sun Rise

Johnston Senior High school took over New York City on Saturday, March 11!
The student council plans a trip to see a Broadway musical in NYC every year 

in March. This was our first trip back since 2020!
On this trip, we visited Madame Tussauds famous Wax Museum, where we took 

tons of pictures and walked around viewing all the celebrities and famous figures. 
For lunch, we dined at Ellen’s Stardust Diner in Times Square. At this diner, the 

servers perform famous Broadway songs while they serve you your meals. The serv-
ers are extremely talented and the diner is truly an entertaining experience.

After lunch, the students defied gravity at the famous Broadway musical “Wicked” 
at the Gershwin Theater. The musical was beautiful and kept each student on the 
edge of their seats.

After leaving the city, we stopped at the restaurant Chip’s, in Fairfield, Connecticut 
for dinner. We ate our pancakes and waffles and headed back to Rhode Island. On 
our way back, we finished the night off by watching High School Musical 3. This trip 
was a great way to learn about the city and the different opportunities the city can 
have to offer!

Editor’s Note: This JHS dispatch was written by Michelina Irons, Senior Representative 
AND Recording Secretary serving on the Johnston High School Student Council. The John-
ston Sun Rise regularly publishes stories submitted by members of the JHS Student Council.

JHS takes a bite 
of the Big Apple

FAR AFIELD TRIP: On a trip to New York City, Johnston high schoolers pose for 
a shot for their scrapbooks: (front row, left to right) Makayla Scuncio, Michelina Irons; 
(back row, left to right) Talia Laflamme, Emily Klein and Hailey Brown. 

WICKED GOOD TIME: Johnston Senior High school took over New York City on 
Saturday, March 11, and checked out a Broadway musical. (Submitted photos)



Johnston Sun Rise 5Thursday, April 6, 2023

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

During your next dental cleaning, the hygienist 
may use an ultrasonic scaler to remove calculus 
(tartar) from your teeth and under the gumline. 
Ultrasonic scalers are very gentle to your teeth, 
gums, and roots, making them a good option 
for patients with gum disease. They use water, 
ultrasound, and mechanical vibrations to make 
tooth calculus easier to remove. They also create 
shock waves that disrupt bacteria biofilms, 
allowing bacteria and debris to be flushed by a 
stream of water emitted from the ultrasonic scaler. 
Tiny bubbles in the water create an oxygenated 
environment that further disrupts bacteria. In 
addition to safely cleaning the surfaces of teeth, 
ultrasonic scalers are used below the gumline to 
clean tooth root surfaces without damage. 

At DENTAL ARTS GROUP, we stay on the 
leading-edge of dentistry, always up to date on 
the latest dental techniques, materials, therapies 
and health studies to ensure all our patients 
receive the very best in dental health care. If you 
are looking for a family dentist who understands 
the needs of everyone in your family as individuals 
and patients, we welcome you to stop by 1136 
Hartford Ave., Johnston, and get acquainted. 
We’re sure you’ll leave with a good feeling about 
our practice.  For an appointment, please call 401-
521-3661. 

P.S. Ultrasonic scalers are significantly more 
effective than manual instruments at removing 
tartar from periodontal pockets deeper than four 
millimeters.

PERIODONTAL ULTRASONIC SCALING

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

Wanted
Junk/unwanted vehicles 

Top $ Paid
You Call, We Haul!

401-451-8520

Call 
Anytime

Advertise
today!

Call 732-3100

Johnston Police log
GRAND JURY 
INDICTMENT

Following an Interim Report of 
the Statewide Grand Jury on March 
13, the Rhode Island Attorney Gen-
eral announced an indictment of a 
Johnston man on charges of child 
molestation, assault and failing to 
notify change of address by a sex 
offender.

On Wednesday, March 22, AG 
Peter Neronha’s office announced 
charges against Joshua Gomez, 41, 
of Johnston.

The Statewide Grand Jury re-
turned an indictment charging Go-
mez with six counts: two counts of 
first-degree child molestation, two 
counts of second-degree child mo-
lestation, one count of assault with 
intent to commit first-degree child 
molestation, and one count of fail-
ure to notify change of address by 
sex offender, according to the AG’s 
office.

“The alleged acts occurred in 
both Johnston and Providence on 
various dates between March 1, 
2021, and November 20, 2022,” ac-
cording to the attorney general. 
“The investigation was jointly con-
ducted by the Rhode Island State 
Police, the Providence Police De-
partment, and the Johnston Police 
Department.”

The defendant was scheduled for 
arraignment on March 29, in Provi-
dence County Superior Court.

According to court records, Go-
mez pleaded not guilty at the ar-
raignment. 

Magistrate John F. McBurney III 
ordered Gomez held without bail, 

and issued a No Contact Order.
Motions for Discovery and Excul-

patory Evidence were made on 
March 30. Gomez has retained 
Providence attorney Elaine J. Bru-
netti, according to court records.

Gomez is scheduled to appear 
back in court for a Bail Hearing be-
fore McBurney, and a Pre-Trial Con-
ference on May 30 before  Associate 
Justice Richard Raspallo.

Court records show that Gomez 
was also charged with Sexual Of-
fender - Failure to Notify of Change 
in Address by the Providence Police 
Department, in late 2022. Gomez 
was arraigned on that charged on 
March 23, and pleaded not guilty.

Gomez is scheduled for a June 15 
Pre-Trial Conference on that charge.

ROAD RAGE
Around 6:30 p.m. March 3, John-

ston Police officers responded to 
headquarters to speak to an “indi-
vidual regarding property damage 
stemming from a road rage inci-
dent,” according to the Johnston 
Police incident report. 

The reporting party told police 
that around 2:30 p.m. on Feb. 24 she 
was driving east on Greenville Av-
enue near Citizens Bank when the 
vehicle directly in front of her be-
gan “brake checking” her, and then 
pulled diagonally across Greenville 
Avenue blocking her path.

The other driver allegedly exited 
her vehicle and threw a soda bottle 
at the reporting party’s windshield.

“After this the operator ap-
proached her driver side window 
and began striking the glass with 

her fist and attempting to open the 
door,” Johnston Police Patrolman 
Nicholas A. Crowe wrote in the in-
cident report.

The woman then got back into 
her Range Rover and drove away. 
The victim described the assailant 
as a young woman, possibly in her 
20s.

The victim gave police the regis-
tration number, and they discov-
ered the Range Rover was regis-
tered to Jacqueline Smith, of 1301 
Narragansett Boulevard, Apt. 2, 
Cranston. Her DMV photo matched 
the suspect description.

The victim told police that her car 
sustained a minor crack in the 
windshield and her driver side win-
dow no longer rolled down. She 
told police she would like to pursue 
a criminal complaint. She told po-
lice she could identify the alleged 
assailant. Johnston Police filed an 
arrest warrant for Smith.

Around 10 a.m., March 30, Crowe 
responded to Johnston Police Head-
quarters to take custody of Smith, 
who had been arrested by Rhode 
Island State Police because of the 
active JPD warrant. Smith was pro-
cessed and permitted to use the 
phone. She was charged with Van-
dalism/Malicious Injury to Proper-
ty and Disorderly Conduct. She was 
later released with a summons. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following police 
log information has been taken from 
public record police incident and arrest 
reports provided by the Johnston Police 
Department and other local law en-
forcement agencies.

WELCOME  
TO THE JPD:  

The Johnston Police 
Department intro-
duced its newest 

member, Officer Scott 
Hopkins, who was 

sworn in last week by 
Johnston Mayor Jo-

seph Polisena Jr. as a 
probationary patrol-
man. Hopkins joins 
the JPD following a 
20-year career with 

the Smithfield Police 
Department. Johnston 
Police asked the pub-

lic to welcome their 
newest member: 

“Please help us wel-
come Officer Hopkins 
as we wish him all the 

best in his new role.”  
(Photos courtesy 
Johnston Police)
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Become a Published Author with  
Dorrance. We want to read your book!
Trusted by authors for nearly 100 years, Dorrance has 

made countless authors’ dreams come true.

 

 

 
Complete Book  

Publishing Services
FIVE EASY STEPS  
TO PUBLICATION:

1.  Consultation  
2.  Book Production 
3.  Promotion

4.  Distribution 
5.  Merchandising  
     and Fulfillment

Our staff is made 
up of writers, just 
like you. We are 

dedicated to  
making publishing 
dreams come true.

Call now to receive your FREE 
Author’s Guide

888-459-3344
or  www.dorranceinfo.com/beacomm

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (877) 403-0193

YOU QUALIFY  for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Sun RiSe ScoopS
Sun Rise 

Staff Reports

Easter Bunny
The Easter Bunny is coming to town!
From 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., Saturday, 

April 8, the Easter Bunny will visit the 
Johnston Senior Center, 1291 Hartford 
Ave., Johnston.

The event, hosted by the Johnston Rec-
reation Department, will feature pastries 
and refreshments with the Easter Bunny. 
Organizers urge attendees to bring a cam-
era, and put out a special thanks to Citi-
zens Bank.

For more information, go to johnstonrec.
com.

Coed Middle School
 Volleyball

Johnston students currently in sixth, 
seventh and eighth grade are eligible to 
play Coed Middle School Volleyball in this 
year’s spring season. Students can register 
now. Space is limited. The fee is $70 per 
individual ($35 for each additional sib-
ling). Checks and money orders should be 
made payable to JYSA. (Refunds will not 
be issued without a doctor’s note and are 
subject to a partial refund.)

The dates for 12 sessions of volleyball: 
April 5, 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, and May 4, 5, 8, 
9, 10 (from 2:15-3:45 p.m. at the Johnston 
Indoor Recreation Center). 

Students can register at the Johnston 
Recreation Office, 1583 Hartford Ave., 
Johnston, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. For more infor-
mation call 401-272-3460 or email john-
stonrec.com

AARP Day Trips
Lobster Bake & Foxwood Trip at Cap’n 

Jack’s & Foxwoods Casino, Tuesday, April 
18. Bus pickup from the Exit 19 Park & 
Ride on Hopkins Hill Road at 10 a.m, re-
turn time is approximately 6 p.m. Cost is 
$119/person. For more information call 
Maureen at 828-5188. Final payment is 
due by Thursday, April 6.

Bronx Zoo Trip, Tuesday, May 16. Bus 
pickup from the Exit 19 Park & Ride on 
Hopkins Hill Road at 7 a.m., return time is 
approximately 8:30 p.m. Cost is $114/per-
son. For more information call Maureen at 
828-5188. Final payment is due by Tues-
day, April 18.

Essex Steam Train & Riverboat Trip for 
Thursday, June 22. Bus pickup from Exit 
19 Park & Ride on Hopkins Hill Road at 9 
a.m., return time is approximately 5 p.m. 
Cost is $119/person. For more information 
call Maureen at 828-5188. Final payment is 
due by Thursday, May 25.

General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs

The General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs (GFWC) of Warwick will be meet-
ing on Tuesday, April 11, at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center, 821 West 
Shore Road, Warwick (big white house). 
The club meets on the second Tuesday of 
every month from September to May.  
Anyone wishing to attend this meeting, 
please call Carol at 738-1279.

The General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs (GFWC) Cranston Community 
Women’s Club will be meeting on Wednes-
day, April 12 at 5:30 p.m. at the Doric Ma-
sonic Harmony Center, 1237 Reservoir 
Avenue, Cranston. The club meets on the 
second Wednesday of every month from 
September to June. Anyone wishing to at-
tend this meeting, please contact Paula 
Andrews, Club President at paulam320@
aol.com. 

For further information about this orga-
nization please visit our website at www.
gfwcri.org.

Celebrate Earth Day
The Central RI Chamber of Commerce 

is sponsoring a free, community recycling 
event on Friday, April 14, from 12 – 4 p.m. 
at the Warwick Mall parking lot (near Fire-
stone Tires). Rain or shine.

Paper shredding will be available thanks 
to our sponsor, Coastal1 Credit Union.  It’s 
time to clean out and recycle your E-waste 
too!  ORS ( Office Recycling Solutions) will 
have trucks available to take away your 
old E-waste so it does not end up in the 
landfill and DEM will be available to col-
lect your expired marine flares. Need to 
make room in your closets?  Curbside 
Textile Recycling will be onsite to collect 
your gently used clothing, shoes and 
handbags. No household goods will be 
accepted. 

All collection trucks will be set up so 
that you can easily drive through and no 
need to get out of your car!  Any questions 
can be directed to events@centralricham-
ber.com   or by calling 401-732-1100  

Steps for Vets
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island 

will help host the Steps for Vets Walk-a-
Thon in Warwick.

Join them for a walk full of fun, food 
trucks and music to support our local 
homeless veterans and their families from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 15 
(rain date April 22).

Registration begins at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Warwick City Park Beachfront. All are in-
vited to attend. Walkers can register at os-
dri.charityproud.org/EventRegistration. 
Register by March 23 to secure a T-shirt.

Reach out to beley@friars.providence.
edu with any questions. The cost is $25 per 
person, and includes drinks/snacks and a 
T-shirt. Children under 10 are free.

Fishing Derby
The Johnston Recreation Department 

will host the 2023 Fishing Derby, for ages 
4-12, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
April 22. 

The derby will offer rewards for indi-

vidual achievements in the derby. The 
derby is free to enter. 

“Please remember this derby is meant 
for the kids,” reminded derby organizers. 
“Please let the kids do all the fishing. You 
can help cast and release the fish if neces-
sary. Most of all, have fun!”

Organizers say that participants can ar-
rive anytime between 9 a.m. and noon. 
They put out a special thanks to The John-
ston Community Center  Association and 
Rhode Island Department of Environmen-
tal Management (DEM).

For more information, go to johnstonrec.
com.

Johnston Police
Drug Takeback

Do you have old pills, prescriptions, or 
medications, of which Johnston Police can 
help you dispose? 

Join the JPD for the upcoming National 
Prescription Drug Take Back Day on April 
22, at the Johnston Police Department 
headquarters.

“The National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day aims to provide a safe, conve-
nient, and responsible means of disposing 
of prescription drugs, while also inform-
ing the public about the potential for 
abuse of medications,” according to JPD. 
“Please visit us for proper disposal of old 
prescriptions.”

Youth Track & Field
It’s time to register for Johnston Youth 

Track & Field.
The Johnston Recreation Department is 

also looking for volunteer coaches and 
sponsors. Register your child and get in-
volved in the community. 

Anyone interested in signing up can 
stop by the Johnston Recreation Office 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

The program costs $65 per individual, 
and $40 for each additional sibling. Checks 
and money orders are accepted (checks 
should be made payable to JYSA). The 
program is available to boys and girls cur-
rently in grades 1-8. For more information 
(including schedules, registration forms, 
and more) go to johnstonrec.com. 

The season will run from Thursday, 
April 27 through Thursday, June 15.

JRTC Fundraiser
The Johnston Republican Town Com-

mittee (JRTC) will hold a fundraiser at 6 
p.m. on Sunday, May 7, at the Kelley 
Gazzerro VFW Post 2812, 1418 Plainfield 
Pike, Cranston. 

“Join us for laughs, silent auction, cash 
bar and a good time,” according to the 
JRTC. “Please bring your own food/
snacks.”

Tickets must be purchased online in 
advance ($35 each). Silent auction winners 
must pay with a credit card. Tickets are 
non-refundable. The show is for adults 18 
and over. For more information email in-

fo@johnstonri.gop.

OSDRI Boots  
on the Ground

Operation Stand Down Rhode Island 
(OSDRI) is requesting volunteers to help 
for the 2023 Boots on the Ground for He-
roes Memorial. Volunteers are needed for 
set up, weekend-of help, and breakdown. 
Set up days are as follows: Tuesday, May 
23, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; 
Wednesday, May 24, , 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday, May 25, 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m.; Friday, May 26, , 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
12 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Their number one priority is to get the 
memorial up with success and in the safest 
and most efficient way. Please be advised 
that the need for volunteers and volun-
teering duties may be subject to change at 
any given moment. OSDRI will be send-
ing any updates about the volunteering 
needs to the email that was registered with 
the volunteer online registration.

If you are a corporate office or company 
who is interested in volunteering- EACH 
person volunteering needs to sign up 
through the OSDRI online registration. If 
your company sends out an internal vol-
unteering portal, you will still need to sign 
up with OSDRI at our online portal as 
well. This helps us correctly account for 
how many people are attending to help.

Set up will be at Fort Adams in New-
port. Set up duties consist of setting the 
boots out, cleaning up / shining boots, 
lacing boots, lining up boots on a prede-
signed grid, attaching name placards, 
stuffing boots, and placing out American 
flags. Volunteers should be physically able 
to bend down/walk.

We will also need volunteers for the ac-
tual event itself. Volunteers to assist with 
band setup/breakdown, parking in the 
main lot, assisting at both the entrance and 
at the exit of the fort, and other miscella-
neous duties. We are looking for 2-4 peo-
ple to fill each volunteer shift.

The following shifts are available: Satur-
day, May 27, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 p.m. to 8 
p.m.; Sunday, May 28, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m.; Monday, May 29, 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Break down will be at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, 
May 30. Break down duties consist of 
picking up boots, storing boots, picking 
up tags, picking up American Flags, and 
other miscellaneous duties. This is also a 
labor-intensive activity which needs vol-
unteer assistance.

If anyone is interested in volunteering, 
they must sign up through the link: osdri.
charityproud.org/VolunteerRegistration/
Index/4506. Please move the calendar to 
May (if it is a different month) and click on 
the shift desired to sign up.

Should you have any questions or con-
cerns please feel free to contact Amanda 
Dean at adean@osdri.org or 401-383-4730

SCOOPS - PAGE 10■
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5 Things You Need To 
Know Before Hiring A
Roofi ng Contractor
1. NEVER give your roofi ng contractor a dime until 100%job 

completion. Everyone knows someone that has been burned 
by a contractor!

2. ALWAYS confi rm that your roofi ng contractor has workman’s 
compensation insurance that covers roofi ng work. If you 
skip this step and someone gets injured then you may lose 
everything, you could even lose your home.

3. NEVER negotiate with your roofer, instead demand their best 
and fi nal no haggle price right up front. This will guarantee 
that you always get their best price and avoid their pricing 
schemes/games.

4. ALWAYS get a lien waiver from your roofer before paying 
for the project. If you skip this step then you may be legally 
obligated to pay for the roof TWICE! That’s crazy but true.

5. ALWAYS confi rm in writing that the labor/workmanship 
warranty from your roofer lasts as long as the manufacturer’s 
material warranty. What good is a lifetime roof if it only 
comes with a 2 year or 5 year workmanship warranty? If they 
do not have faith in the quality of their workmanship then 
how are you supposed to have faith in their work?

401-943-5050 
RiskFreeRoofs.com

RI#11374 MA#184595

By PETE FONTAINE

“It’s nice to buy a mattress,” people like 
Johnston residents Gary and Kathleen Vallee 
were saying Saturday and as Brett and Me-
gan Cortesi added “and why not help the 
school.”

To which Ron Lamoureux, the outstand-
ing chairman of the award-winning John-
ston High school Music Department added: 
“We didn’t have as much traffic as we’d 
hope for today; but our kids had a lot of fun 
and we still managed to make some money.”

Lamoureux was speaking about the JHS 
Music Department’s 6th Annual Mattress 
Fundraiser that will be used to transport the 
school’s award-winning band and vocal 
groups to the prestigious Music in the Park 
Festival in Hershey, Pennsylvania later this 
month.

“We had different volunteers throughout 
the day,” Lamoureux went on about the 
unique 7-hour fundraiser. “It speaks vol-
umes to the quality and generosity of our 
JSMA (Johnston School Music Association) 
members and our students.”

The JHS students, in fact, were all smiles 
and gave up their Saturday to greet visitors 
and take turns wearing mattress costumes 
inside the JHS cafeteria which was filled with 
26 name-brand mattresses and outside — 
sometimes in the light rain — walking be-
tween yellow signs that featured the words 
“Mattress Sale” and arrows in black letters 
directing people to the school’s cafeteria en-
trance off Atwood Avenue.

As Lamoureux added: “The kids took 
turns wearing the mattress costumes and 
during a brief window of sun rushed out to 
wave traffic and beckon folks to visit our 

showroom. Whether it’s our Apple Sales, 
Calendar Raffle of mattress sale we continue 
to have an eye to the future mentality. We 
want people to know that those events are 
going to be held each year and they can 
count on us to deliver quality each time.”

Lamoureux paused, then added: “We 
have so many repeat customers for our gour-
met apples sales in the fall and we’re hoping 
that folks recognize our calendar raffle as the 
absolute best and is highlighted by a tremen-
dous number of valuable prizes up for 
grabs.”

Saturday, shoppers were amazed with the 
savings on everything from twin mattresses 
($199) to full foam ($259) to queen ($289) and 
King Foam ($489) courtesy of CFS — Cus-
tom Fundraising Solutions — and RI area 
Executive Jason Glander, who as Lamoureux 
wanted it known, “has been incredibly gen-
erous with us each year.”

Glander, as Lamoureux noted “is one of 
the biggest donors for our calendar raffle and 
he sets us up with everything need to have a 
great (mattress sale) including 100 colorful 
flyers our kids passed to faculty, staff and 
area businesses that all featured special cou-
pons for a free set of sheets with every mat-
tress purchase.”

As the fun-filled mattress sale ended, 
Lamoureux thanked JHS music students for 
volunteering and Glander, who he said 
“even on a slow day Jason always treats us 
like we are his most important client. He’s a 
pleasure to work with and I’m always happy 
to recommend him to colleagues around the 
state.”

Which explains why CFS held another 
sale Saturday at Chariho Regional High 
School and one in nearby Massachusetts.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT FUNDRAISER

Made like a bed 
from toes to head

CLASSIC COSTUMES: Talented JHS music students like Ricsa Soth and Chelsea 
Maranhao let Saturday’s rain dampen their enthusiasm or going outside with Johna-
than Guilmette in special mattress costumes to promote the music department’s 6th 
annual sale. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

SPECIAL 
SHOPPERS: 
Kathleen and 

Gary Vallee enjoy 
a lighter moment 
trying out a mat-
tress after learn-

ing about the 
product from 

CFS staffer Pau-
la Gauthier dur-

ing Saturday’s 
JHS Music Mat-

tress Sale.
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We want to hear from you
Johnston has lots of stories and we want to help you share them!

Send your stories and photos to
Rory Schuler, Editor
RoryS@rhodybeat.com

                                        j o h n s t o n s u n r i s e . n e t

FAMILY SUPPORT: Matt Velino, center, is surrounded by his 
family after Tuesday night’s Johnston School Committee meet-
ing, where he was officially named new JHS principal. From left 
to right: Stacy Andreozzi, Dave Andreozzi, Luca Andreozzi (a 
Brown Avenue Elementary student), Matt Velino, Mason An-
dreozzi (also a Brown Ave. student), Lori Velino and Paul Velino. 
(Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

■ Principal
(Continued from page 1)

■ Solar
(Continued from page 1)

Several solar projects are pending 
elsewhere in Johnston. Developers 
have been proposing solar fields in 
residential communities, some-
times clearing forested land to build 
large solar arrays. Residents have 
pushed back on solar projects 
pitched by local solar companies 
Green Development and Revity 
Energy, for residential neighbor-
hoods.

“As you know I, along with ma-
ny taxpayers in Johnston, have been 
opposing large scale solar projects 
from being placed in residential 
neighborhoods,” said Johnston 
Town Councilman Robert J. Civetti. 
“From the start we have all stated 
that we were not against solar but 
we were opposed to placing them 
in neighborhoods that are zoned 
residential.”

The pending legislation aims to 
target brownfield sites for develop-
ment, tasking the Ocean State’s Of-
fice of Energy Resources and De-
partment of Environmental Man-

agement (DEM), with identifying 
“sites such as brownfields or large 
rooftops that are preferred for solar 
development over forested sites or 
greenspaces,” according to the Gen-
eral Assembly.

“I think that this legislation is ter-
rific especially since in section 42-
140.5-1 it states that the legislation 
will help ‘preserving the most valu-
able forests,’” Civetti said. “Also 
section 42-140.5-3 provides an iden-
tification of eligible sites which coin-
cides much with what I along with 
the Johnston residents have been 
asking for. These solar farms can go 
on land adjacent to highways, land-
fills, roof tops, contaminated sites, 
while still maintaining our forests 
and residential neighborhoods.”

DiMario, who serves as chair-
woman of the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Agriculture, col-
laborated with Senator Dawn Euer 
(D-Dist. 13, Newport, Jamestown) 
to design the legislation.

“This plan is really innovative 
and exciting,” Euer said. “We can 
use federal and other available 
funds to proactively identify and 
prepare these sites for solar devel-

opment. That means more clean 
energy, more jobs and more afford-
able electricity rates.”

Rhode Island legislators passed 
the Act on Climate two years ago, 
“committing the state to carbon 
neutrality by 2050.”

“In 2022, the state passed among 
the boldest clean energy plans in the 
country, requiring 100 percent of the 
state’s electricity come from local 
renewable sources by 2033,” ac-
cording to the General Assembly 
press release. “Also in 2022, the state 
established a plan and sent out a 
request for proposals for offshore 
wind. Now, advocates say, the state 
must better plan solar develop-
ment.”

“By preparing sites where we 
want solar, we’ll ensure develop-
ment where it makes sense,” said 
Priscilla De La Cruz, Senior Director 
of Government Affairs at Audubon 
Society of Rhode Island and Presi-
dent of the Environment Council of 
Rhode Island (ECRI). “Right now, 
it’s often cheaper for a company to 
clear-cut some forest than it is to re-
mediate a contaminated site or put 
panels on the roof of a big building. 

But with the Renewable Ready pro-
gram, we can flip that script, reduc-
ing carbon emissions, protecting 
our forests and saving ratepayers 
money all at the same time.”

This statement was music to 
Civetti’s ears. 

“This is all that the solar group in 
Johnston has been asking for,” he 
said Wednesday morning. “Let’s 
put these solar farms where they 
belong and that is not in the middle 
of residential neighborhoods or on 
residentially zoned property.”

The legislation passed unani-
mously by the Senate (on a vote of 
38 to 0) now heads to the Rhode Is-
land state House of Representa-
tives.

“The path forward for the next 10 
years of solar development needs to 
focus on responsible land use, high 
labor standards and minimizing 
ratepayer impact so we can all ben-
efit from energy generation that is 
both cleaner and less expensive 
than fossil fuels,” DiMario said. 
“Renewable Ready will mean pro-
tecting our forests, creating jobs and 
producing more clean energy, all 
while using federal or other avail-

able funds so ratepayers won’t see 
their bills go up. It’s the next step in 
moving our energy system for-
ward.” 

Johnston state Rep. Deb Fellela 
said that she “realize(s) this is the 
way of our future and solar is an 
important part to make air cleaner/
efficient.”

“However, we do need to be 
mindful of open spaces especially 
in towns where residents make 
their homes,” Fellela warned. “I 
don’t think they belong in neigh-
borhoods, even if they are just 20 
years. I do see a solar farm off the 
highway near the airport and 
something like that makes sense. 
As homes wouldn’t be built in that 
area anyway. I also hope the grid 
can handle all these changes. I 
think it is a commonsense issue. 
We can’t expect folks to go all elec-
tric with homes, appliances and 
gardening/snow equipment too 
quickly. Along with vehicles also, 
this has to be done in a gradual 
manner, not to hurt the consumers. 
However, if renewable energy can 
help with the costs to residents, I’m 
for it.”

The Johnston resident and town native only returned 
to his alma mater last semester.

“When the opportunity arose in late September to 
come back to Johnston, I knew I had to throw my name 
in,” Velino said. 

He was hired as the school’s new assistant principal, 
under former top JHS administrator Donna Pennachia.

“Dr. Pennachia has been on leave and plans to retire 
at the end of the school year,” said Johnston Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Bernard DiLullo Jr.

Prior to the vote Tuesday, DiLullo addressed the 
School Committee.

“I want to just take a minute to recognize Matt Velino 
who is on the agenda this evening,” he said. “Matt 
grew up in Johnston. Matt worked at Brown Avenue 
and ECC as a PhysEd teacher. Went on to get his ad-
ministrative certificate. Worked at Winsor Hill for a 
while. Left us for a little bit — we won’t forget about 
that Matt — but he’s on the agenda tonight for (to be 
approved as) principal at the high school where he now 
serves as the assistant.”

Velino is a 2008 Johnston High School graduate, and 
coached football at the school for five seasons, from 
2016-2020.

“I am also a proud member of the Johnston commu-
nity still,” he said Tuesday. “I was lucky enough to be 
the chosen candidate by Dr. Donna Pennachia, Ms. Sue 
Volante, Ms. Maria Simeone, and Ms. Natasha Zito. My 
first day was Oct. 11 and it was great to be home.”

He recently stopped by Brown Avenue Elementary to 
read to some of the town’s youngest students — part of 
“Read Across America.” He has two youngsters at the 
school.

“I was the Phys Ed and Health teacher to over 150 
current students and coached most of the Juniors and 
Seniors when they were Freshmen and Sophomores,” 
Velino said. “The connection with these students helped 
me immensely.”

Throughout the interview process, Velino was able to 

convincingly argue nobody knows the town’s student 
body better.

“My favorite part about JHS is the students,” Velino 
explained. “We have some of the most talented stu-
dents in the state in their respective areas. One of my 
goals coming in is to get these students the recognition 
they deserve.”

He sees talent throughout the school district — on 
every level — from the arts, academics and athletics.

“We have a music department that I would put up 
against anyone in the state,” Velino said. “Their concert 
last week was amazing. The entire group performances 
were impressive, and the solos by Nariah Johnson and 
Destinee Costa were incredible. We also have an amaz-
ing Art Department and I love walking the halls and 
seeing the students' art work on full display. I am look-
ing forward to the Art Show coming up.”

“Our academic decathlon and their accolades speak 
for themselves,” Velino said. “The future of the team is 
bright, with one of the smartest students in the state, 
Lucas Anderson.”

And perhaps Johnston High’s new principal knows 
his students best from their standout performances in 
the competitive arena.

“Finally, our athletics,” Velino said. “We have two of 
the best athletes in the state in NeAri Vasquez and Ol-
ivia Iafrate and I am excited to watch them continue 
their athletic career and college commitments.”

Velino plans to help the town’s youngsters grow into 
the High School and then ensure they each emerge 
ready for the real world.

“Matthew Velino is a dedicated school leader who 
brings a fresh perspective to secondary education,” 
DiLullo said of the new JHS principal. “Matt makes 
strong connections to both students and staff as evi-
denced by the strong showing of support at the school 
committee meeting when he was appointed. I am look-
ing forward to working with him as he transitions into 
leadership at Johnston High School and continues to 
encourage students and staff to achieve academically 
and socially. He will be an asset to the school and the 

district. I also thank Mrs. Volante who has stepped in as 
the Interim Principal during Dr. Pennachia's absence. 
She has worked hard at leading the school during this 
year.”

A rousing standing ovation greeted the official vote 
to name Velino principal on Tuesday night. The meet-
ing space set up, as always, in the Nicholas A. Ferri 
Middle School library, ran out of free seats by the 7 p.m. 
scheduled start-time. 

“I would also like to congratulate the new principal, 
Mr. Velino,” said School Committee member Marysue 
Andreozzi.

The crowd burst into another round of applause.
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STORY OF THE WEEK: 
Can Rhode Island tax-cut its 
way to a more appealing 
business climate? That ques-
tion has been subject to de-
bate for years and it won’t 
stop now. For supporters, the 
Carcieri-era move to flatten 
the top rate of the state in-
come tax was a step in the 
right direction, for example, 
while critics it relied on a mis-
taken belief that people were 
fleeing due to higher taxes. 
Now, the Rhode Island Sen-
ate has rolled out one of its 
top priorities for this session 
– a move to eliminate the tan-
gible property tax for an esti-
mated 85 percent of the busi-
nesses that current have to 
pay it. Senate President Dom-
inick Ruggerio unveiled the 
initiative during a speech to 
the Northern RI Chamber of 
Commerce. “This is a step we 
can and should take to help 
companies to continue to 
grow and invest here in 
Rhode Island,” Ruggerio 
said. Under a bill sponsored 
by Sen. Melissa Murray (D-
Woonsocket), the state would 
make cities and towns whole 
for lost tangible tax revenue, 
with an exemption offered to 
businesses for up to $100,000 
in liability for things like 
computers and furniture. 
This is likely music to the ears 
of the local business commu-
nity. The proposed cut is all 
the more noteworthy given 
how the Massachusetts Soci-

ety of CPAs is sounding an 
alarm about what it calls an 
exodus of high-income resi-
dents leaving the Bay State. 
Still, economic uncertainty 
raises questions about Rhode 
Island’s ability to pay for 
more tax cuts; the May reve-
nue-estimating conference 
will reveal the latest data on 
state revenue. And when it 
comes to attracting business, 
Rhode Island’s glass chin re-
mains our under-performing 
public schools, an area where 
Massachusetts still comes out 
on top.

CANNABIS CONFIDEN-
TIAL: As I reported last year, 
the state’s new Cannabis 
Control Commission will de-
cide regulations and deter-
mine who gets 24 new retail 
cannabis licenses in Rhode 
Island. The pertinent law 
called for Gov. McKee to ap-
point three members to the 
commission by last July 4. 
When I looked into this last 
October (4th item), the gover-
nor’s office said McKee was 
waiting until the General As-
sembly was back in session. 
But here we are, at the mid-
point, in the legislative ses-
sion, and there are still no 
appointments. Here’s how 
McKee spokeswoman Olivia 
DaRocha explains the lag: 
“The Rhode Island Cannabis 
Act requires that a compre-
hensive background check be 
conducted on all of the gover-
nor’s selections prior to ap-
pointment. This is an exten-
sive process involving coordi-
nation with the State Police. 
The governor’s selections 
will be announced when the 
full background check pro-
cess is complete for all poten-
tial candidates.”

AMAZON: For better or 
worse, Amazon is a big eco-
nomic force. Rory Schuler of 
the Johnston Sun Rise re-
ports on how the giant re-
tailer has yet to set a firm 
date for opening its local 

distribution center: “While 
empty Amazon warehouses 
litter the nation, the online 
mega retailer insists their 
Johnston distribution center 
will open as planned. And 
the company plans to hire 
‘more than 1,500’ local job-
seekers.”

PATRICK CROWLEY, sec-
retary-treasurer of the RI 
AFL-CIO: There is always 
lots going on in the world of 
organized labor, but this 
week was particularly busy. 
While some news stories fo-
cused attention on how infla-
tion is hampering the push to 
rebuild our infrastructure 
(think Tidewater Landing in 
Pawtucket and the Superman 
Building in Providence), any 
union organizer will tell you 
that the real news about eco-
nomic development in Rhode 
Island often has an under-re-
ported side: worker exploita-
tion. 

Thanks to Justin Kelley 
from the Painters Union and 
the reporting of Amanda 
Milkovits in The Boston 
Globe, Rhode Islanders got a 
taste of what it’s like to work 
at a non-union job site: dan-
gerous and sometimes illegal 
working conditions. And ex-
ploitation isn’t limited to the 
construction industry. We 
saw earlier this week when 
healthcare workers who are 
members of the Service Em-
ployees Union local 1199 
overwhelmingly voted “no 
confidence” in their manage-
ment at Women and Infants 
Hospital after enduring disre-
spect, harassment, racialized 
language, and systematic 
mistreatment. Likewise, 
Teamsters Local 251 members 
were forced to hold a strike 
against the Rhode Island 
School of Design because 
they are treated like expend-
able labor, even though RISD 
is sitting on an endowment of 
$440 million. In positive labor 
news, AFSCME, Council 94, 

successfully organized 35 
maintenance workers, coun-
selors, IT technicians at the 
Wyatt Detention Center in 
Central Falls and the RI 
Building Trades Women’s 
Council is having an inaugu-
ral event at the Brass Monkey 
on Allens Avenue in Provi-
dence starting at 4:30 pm on 
Friday, March 31.

RI Senate GOP Leader JES-
SICA DE LA CRUZ of North 
Smithfield: News of the Paw-
tucket soccer stadium’s finan-
cial woes are unsurprising 
when we see higher interest 
rates and 40-year record infla-
tion. It’s a shame that Gov. 
McKee has not had a similar 
alarmist reaction for our 
small businesses that do not 
enjoy the benefits of corpo-
rate welfare as his stadium 
does. 

The legislature can provide 
comprehensive relief for 
those businesses grappling 
with current economic condi-
tions by decreasing the tax 
burden eliminating cumber-
some regulations, and 
streamlining reporting re-
quirements. To that end, I in-
troduced legislation in late 
February to establish a state-
wide incremental tangible 
personal property tax exemp-
tion that includes compensa-
tion to cities and towns for 
lost revenue. Consequently, 
I’m pleased that the Senate 
president has indicated sup-
port for similar legislation. 
Each version will benefit a 
large percentage of Rhode Is-
land businesses for a moder-
ate cost, making them more 
competitive regionally. Addi-
tionally, businesses will be 
more inclined to make capital 
investments that stimulate 
growth and prosperity. I will 
certainly support any version 
of this legislation that will 
provide much-needed relief 
to Rhode Island’s small busi-
nesses and taxpayers.

Talking  
poliTics

by 

Ian  
DonnIs

A time for nostalgic normalcy 
and renewal 

For many local Christians, last Easter felt refreshingly 
normal.  Emerging from quite a bit longer than three 
days trapped in our own tombs of isolation and quaran-
tine, the chance to once again meet with loved ones 
(and to even see their full, uncovered faces) was sweeter 
than any chocolates left behind by a bipedal rabbit.  The 
mystery of the Resurrection, the spiritual cornerstone of 
the Christian faith, mirrored the wider secular experi-
ence of returning to life in a world that had felt lost to 
us.

This year, however, one might be forgiven for sug-
gesting that the holiday feels disappointingly normal.  
Extended family has once again become familiar – 

which, as the ad-
age goes, is never 
far from breeding 
contempt.  Even 
the world around 
us has lost much 
of the shine that 

it had when the stone of Covid was first rolled back.  
For those of us hoping to emerge back into a world 
where shared suffering had created a new sense of un-
derstanding in our world and in our nation, we have 
instead stepped out to find raging fires of political divi-
sion, roiling economic instability, and the deadliest Eu-
ropean war in almost a century.

It’s enough to make one nostalgic for the tomb, frank-
ly.

Another seasonal holiday offers a meaningful point 
of comparison.  On the evening of April 5, local Jews 
will begin their celebration of Pesach, or Passover.  Like 
the Hebrews in Egypt, we have been spared from the 
touch of death (although the invisible killer which men-
aced us was far less predictable in its choice of prey).  
And yet the joy of Passover served as merely the pre-
quel to forty long years of starving and stumbling 
through the desert sands, daydreaming about the com-
parative joys of Egyptian slavery.

The challenge implicit in both the Christian concept 
of the Resurrection and the Jewish narrative of deliver-
ance is that both mark a beginning rather than an end.  
Both the Seder and the celebration of Easter commemo-
rate specific events, but that celebration draws us out of 
history and into eternity.  The joy of salvation may 
quickly lose its novelty, but the work of salvation never 
lessens in its ardor.  Ours is a broken, a fractured, a 
painfully divided world – a world in which brother 
openly takes up arms against brother, and where apa-
thy is often the most comfortable option available to us.

And yet, as these holy days remind us, there is some 
hope which burns eternally.  Across religious, racial, 
and cultural lines, there is some indefinable hope which 
continues to shine, even when pestilence gives way to 
war and hatred.  And however comfortable the tomb 
may seem at times, it is this imperishable hope that re-
minds us we were not made for its confines.

We were made for life.
Happy Easter – and chag Pesach samech – from the 

Johnston Sun Rise.

Push to deep six tangible property tax; Amazon, for better or worse
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Helping Local Businesses Thrive & Survive

 for your continued loyalty

Thank You

Call us at 732-3100 to advertise your business

Amenity Aid 
Volunteers Needed

We are looking for volunteers that 
would like to help us plan and staff com-
munity events, organize hygiene prod-
uct collection drives and raise funds for 
Amenity Aid. If you are interested in 
doing any of the above or would like to 
be a member of our Community Out-
reach Committee, please contact Stacey 
Silva, Community Outreach Chair at 
Stacey@AmenityAid.org.

Amenity Aid’s mission is to improve 
the health and wellbeing of vulnerable 
populations by creating access to essen-
tial hygiene products. Serving all of 
Rhode Island, we distribute toiletry ne-
cessities to those most vulnerable 
through our network of direct service 
agencies. 

Johnston Historical 
Society Event

On Wednesday, May 31, the John-
ston Historical Society will host an 
event exploring the Johnston connec-
tion to the “Band of Brothers,” a group 
of World War II veterans who fought 
their way across Europe and were im-
mortalized in a book by Stephen Am-
brose and an HBO series.

George Luz Jr., was blessed by an 
early introduction to the men of Com-
pany E, 506th PIR, 101st Airborne Di-
vision, in 1965 at the 101st Airborne 
Reunion. Luz was nine years old at 
the time, and that started a journey 
that his father, George Luz, began in 
August 1942 at Toccoa, Georgia.

Although George Sr. was killed in a 
tragic accident in 1998, George Jr. 
made a promise to his father’s memo-
ry that he would move forward and 
do everything as if he had survived. 
He reconnected with all his father’s 
buddies and in true Easy Company 
form, they embraced him with the 
same esprit de corps that had brought 
these men together so many years 
ago. 

George took a trip to Hershey, Penn-
sylvania, to visit with Maj. Richard D. 
Winters, the mainstay of the HBO se-
ries “Band of Brothers.” Listening to 
Winters (as well as Wild Bill Guarne-
re, Babe Heffron, Don Malarkey, Frank 
Perconte, Shifty Powers, Earl Mc-
Clung, Johnny Martin, Buck Compton 
and others) and the other men of Easy 
Company seeing the closeness they 
had was comforting.

Luz Jr. flew to the HBO set of “Band 
of Brothers” in Hatfield England; met 
Rick Gomez who played his dad; at-
tended the World Premiere on Utah 
Beach on June 6, 2001; and went to the 
54th Annual Emmys Awards in Los 
Angele, when the show won for “Out-
standing Miniseries” in 2002.

George Luz Sr. would have been so 
proud and happy about his son’s trib-
ute to his memory especially spending 
the time with the men that he so 
dearly loved.

George Luz Jr. will be delivering a 
presentation on his father on May 31

The event will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Johnston Historical Society Museum 
at 101 Putnam Pike in Johnston. Call 
the museum at 401-231-3380, and read 
future editions of the Johnston Sun 
Rise, for more details.

More at Mohr Library
On Thursdays at 3 p.m., the library 

will host Beginner’s How to Draw 
classes for Adults.

Art-Smart classes for ages 5 to 8 and 
for 8 to 12 may be full, but please let 
the library know if you are interested 
in these classes in case they can make 
more spots available.

Yoga is now open to all ages. The 
class is sponsored by Tri-County HEZ, 
and taught by a certified professional 
and is free. The yoga classes will be 
held at 2 p.m. on Mondays.

For High School Students, the library 
will host a Yoga class, sponsored by 
Tri-County HEZ, at 2 p.m. on Mon-
days.

West Bay RI is providing beginning 
American Sign Language classes at 
Mohr Library. Sign language classes 
were cancelled for March 22 but have 
resumed. They will be held at 1 p.m. 
each second, third, fourth and fifth 
Wednesday (all Wednesdays except the 
first Wednesdays of the month). The 
instructor will cover letters, numbers 
and simple phrases. All are welcome to 
this free class.

Mohr Library will participate in this 
year’s “Read Across Rhode Island” 
programming to read and discuss 
“True Biz,” a bestselling book which 
the publisher calls “an unforgettable 
journey into the Deaf community and a 
universal celebration of human con-
nection.” Upcoming dates are to be 
decided. Let the library know of your 
interest and request the book soon!

The library will host a 3-part book 
discussion of Prince Harry’s popular 
memoir, “Spare,” on Thursday nights 
at 6:30 p.m., on April 6th, 13th and 
27th.

There are afterschool activities near-
ly every day, including varied pro-
grams for middle and high-school age 
kids and crafts for younger kids.

For adults, the crochet group contin-
ues to meet Fridays at 10 a.m.

The Library is located at 1 Memorial 
Ave. in Johnston.  Call 401-231-4980, 
email info@mohrlibrary.org, or visit 
their website at mohrlibrary.org.

Scholarship Applications
The St. Francis Xavier Academy 

Alumnae Association is accepting 
scholarship applications from Jan. 1, 
until July 31.

Forms are available on their two 
Facebook pages, by mail at SXA. P.O. 
Box 20452, Cranston, 02920, or contact 
a board member.

Johnston Senior Center highlights
The Johnston Senior Center is better 

than ever. Offering more exercise pro-
grams and trips every week; Hi Lo 
Jack, Monday & Wednesday and Poker 
on Wednesday. Arts & Crafts, on Mon-
day, Mar Jong on Thursday & Quilting 
on Wednesday, Tia Chi on Tuesday. 
The Senior Center also has a book Club 
the last Tuesday once a month. There is 
no charge for Senior Center activities. 
They offer Bingo on Thursday and Fri-
day. Lunch is served daily at 12 p.m. 
(with a suggested donation of $3).

A Social worker/Medicare Counsel-
or is also provided 5 days a week. Con-
tact Madeline Ravenelle at 944-3343. 
Feel free to come in for a tour of the 
facility at 1291 Hartford Ave.

Soul of ‘71 Scholarship Fund
The Johnston High School Class of 

1971 is raising donations for The Soul 

of ‘71 Scholarship Fund at the Rhode 
Island Foundation. A generous donor 
has offered a $4,000 challenge! The do-
nor will match all gifts to the Fund up 
to a total of $4,000. The Class of 1971 
initiated the fund on the occasion of its 
50th reunion in 2021. Each year a schol-
arship will be awarded to a Johnston 
High School Senior planning to attend 
a college, university, trade or technical 
school. Donations are tax according to 
your filing status.   To donate, go to the 
following website: www.rifoundation.
org/funds/soul-of-1971-scholarship-
fund.

Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance

More than 1 in 4 US households 
struggle with their home energy bills. 
The Low Income Home Energy Assis-
tance Program (LIHEAP) can help keep 
the heat on. The Tri-County LIHEAP 
Program helps to cover the cost of 
home heating bills for those that quali-
fy.

Visit www.tricountyri.com for more 
information about the LIHEAP pro-
gram, and other weatherization pro-
grams that can help to reduce your 
home energy bills. To submit an appli-
cation for LIHEAP, or to see if you 
qualify, contact them at 401-519-1913. 
The Tri-County LIHEAP program has 
locations in North Providence and 
North Kingstown.

NAMI-RI: Registration open for 
Family-to Family course

The Rhode Island chapter of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness is 
now accepting registration for our next 
virtual Family-to-Family course which 
begins Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023. This is a 
free, 8-session educational program for 
families, significant others and friends 
of people with mental health condi-
tions. It is a designated evidenced-
based program, which means that re-
search shows that the program signifi-
cantly improves the coping and prob-
lem-solving abilities of the people clos-
est to a person with a mental health 
condition. NAMI-Rhode Island’s Fam-
ily-to-Family course is taught by 
trained family members who have 
lived experience with a loved one, and 
includes presentations, discussions 
and interactive exercises. For more in-
formation on the Family-to-Family 
curriculum and registration require-
ments, visit namirhodeisland.org or 
call 401-331-3060 or email beth@
namirhodeisland.org.

Neighborhood Watch
The 2022 season of Johnston’s Neigh-

borhood Watch has officially kicked 
off. This Neighborhood Watch brings 
together residents who want to make 
their neighborhood safer by working 
together with members of the police 
department. The program pairs resi-
dents with Johnston Police officers in 
an effort to open up communication, 
meet other neighbors and create part-
nerships that help build community 
resiliency. 

Editor’s Note: Send submissions to ro-
rys@rhodybeat.com. Photos in jpg format are 
accepted and news can include community 
events, promotions, academic news and non-
profit events. Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. 
Please include a daytime telephone number in 
case we require any further information.

■ Scoops
(Continued from page 6)

George Luz Sr.
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Worship
with your
family this

Easter

St. Robert Bellarmine Church
1804 Atwood Avenue,  Johnston • 401-232-5600

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY

Holy Thursday – April 6
Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 PM

After Mass, the church will remain open until 10:00 PM

Good Friday – April 7
Stations of the Cross at 3:00 PM

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 7:00 PM

Easter Vigil - April 8
The Church’s greatest and most noble solemnity 

will be celebrated at 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday - April 9
Our usual Sunday schedule:

8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 11:30 AM

Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small charge. 
The paper also places the obituary on our website, 
johnstonsunrise.net.
Should you desire our services, kindly inform your 
funeral director, or call (401) 732-3100 or email 
Obits@rhodybeat.com for additional information. 
Obituary prices start at $60. You may include the 
obituary in any of our other newspapers for half price.

 – Thank you

By TONI LAUTIERI
Special to the Star

Khadijah Hilmy, a tenth grade student at The 
Greene School (TGS) and resident of Johnston, has 
been elected to the National EL Education Student 
Advisory Council (SAC).

The Greene School is an intentionally diverse 
and inclusive public charter school serving 200 
students in grades 9-12, across 25 communities and 
Rhode Island’s only Expeditionary Learning School 
(eleducation.org).

As a SAC member, Hilmy will be able to use her 
voice to shape and inform education decisions that 
directly impact EL schools across the United States. 
During her two-year service commitment, she will 
have the opportunity to:

Hone her leadership skills with targeted support 
from advisors as they weigh in on EL Education’s 
strategic initiatives,

Serve as a listening leader for her peers,
Act as an advocate for improved education sys-

tems, structures, and experiences by sharing con-
cerns with people and organizations in the posi-
tion to make needed improvements,

Elevate EL Education ideas, practices, and im-
pact to broader audiences by co-planning, hosting, 
and facilitating virtual and in-person meetings 
with stakeholders, speaking on panels and at con-
ferences, writing/co-writing blogs, collaboratively 
creating multimedia content, and more.

Serve as a thought leader and change agent 
within her classes, community, and the world of 
education.

Hilmy’s particular area of interest is environ-
mental education. In fact, she is a member of TGS’s 
Rhode Island Environmental Education Associa-
tion (RIEEA) Youth Leaders Group for the second 
consecutive year.  

She credited her mother with her interest, say-
ing, “My mother instilled in me the importance of 
caring for the planet.  In fact, we initiated a recy-
cling program at The Islamic School of Rhode Is-
land, where I was a student before I enrolled at The 
Greene School.  Because of how much I value envi-
ronmental education, I try to lead and model prac-
tices that can protect the world for generations to 
come.”

She added, “I’ve always enjoyed spending time 
outdoors and traveling the world.  Noticing the 
beauty of the environment, I have become con-
cerned that the future generations may not have as 
much access to the natural resources Earth has to 
offer.”

Hilmy said of her appointment to the Council, “I 
am looking forward to working with other stu-
dents who are committed to redefining education 
and learning and sharing ideas, opinions, beliefs, 
and actions.”

TGS Principal, Ms. Alex Edelmann said, “We are 
very proud of Khadijah and her commitment to 
environmental education and justice.  Over the 
course of the next two years, she will be meeting 
with the National EL Foundation Student Advisory 
Council on a monthly basis to assist in the plan-
ning of events, as well as future Better World Day 
programs and conferences. We are looking forward 
to the creative ideas and positive contributions she 
will undoubtedly make to this effort. I’m thrilled 
to have Khadijah representing the voices of our 
student body and providing feedback and guid-
ance on real issues in education. We need more 
voices like hers amplified to people that are listen-
ing. She is a changemaker.”

Reflecting on Hilmy’s application for the Coun-
cil, Jessica Wood, Associate Director of Experien-
tial Marketing, EL Education, commented, “One 
thing that made an impression on me from Khadi-
jah’s application was her previous work with envi-
ronmental advocacy! Being able to have that posi-
tive history in advocacy is incredible!  Her passion 
for the environment is astonishing. Not only does 
she protect it herself, but she also contributes by 
teaching others. This proves that she is interested 

in advocacy and has experience speaking with oth-
ers about changes she believes need to be made. 
Khadijah’s environmental stance and passion for 
improving the world are beautiful to see in a 
young person.”

Last year, Hilmy participated in the EL Founda-
tion’s Better World Day in May 2022. Better World 
Day is an annual, national event showcasing stu-
dent learning that contributes to a better world.  
Students work in partnership with each other and 
their local communities on this day to engage in 
and celebrate meaningful student work that posi-
tively impacts the world around them. Students 
present learning projects and engage in acts of ser-
vice that demonstrate the power of EL Education’s 
vision for public school, which is a place where 
children become great scholars and active citizens 
with the capacity to make a positive impact.

This July, she will make a presentation at the EL 
Education Institute for Leadership in Boston with 
her school-based advisor, Alex Edelmann. In addi-
tion, she has been invited to attend and present at 
the 2023 EL Education National Conference in Den-
ver as a student ambassador with over 1,500 par-
ticipants.

The Greene School is a tuition-free statewide 
public charter school located in West Greenwich, 
RI.  The Greene School explores the interdepen-
dence of human and natural systems.  Through a 
rigorous pre-college curriculum we develop citi-
zens and leaders engaged in finding peaceful and 
sustainable solutions to local and global challeng-
es.  We believe intentional diversity and inclusion 
increase the richness of ideas, creative power, 
problem-solving ability, and respect for others.  We 
take pride in our small community, talented and 
committed faculty, welcoming spirit, and a rigor-
ous cross-curricular education.  The school was 
nationally recognized by EL Education in 2015 and 
again in 2022 through a rigorous credentialing pro-
cess.

Editor’s Note: Toni Lautieri serves as Development 
Director at The Greene School in West Greenwich. Con-
tact Lautieri at alautieri@thegreeneschool.org.

Johnston resident elected to National EL Education SAC

Khadijah Hilmy

Say you saw it in the 
Johnston Sun Rise
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Let Kamco take care of your 
clutter or unwanted items

Call for a quote

www.kamcojunkremoval.com

Are you in need 
of Junk removal?

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

(401) 442-2562

Also offering demolition prep work for 
kitchen & bathroom remodeling and home improvement

KAMCO 
JUNK REMOVAL

Paving
Seal Coating
Line Striping

Asphalt Repair
Residential & Commercial

401-640-6799
actionasphaltservice@gmail.com
www.actionasphaltservices.com

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Mutual HVAC 
Service & Installation

Want Comfort?

The Feeling is “Mutual!”

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

WE
CONVERTOIL TO

GAS

MAYORAL READING: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. read to second grade 
students. He read, “When Things Don’t go Right, Turn Left“ by Marc Colagiovanni, 
a local author from Cranston. 

Reading role models lead with literacy
By RORY SCHULER

Brown Avenue Elementary School recently 
welcomed guest readers into the classroom. 

“It was an honor to spend time with the 
Mayor and other guest readers,” said Ferri 
Middle School Reading Specialist and Con-

sultant Karen DiSandro. “My goal as a reading spe-
cialist is to instill the love of books. Each guest reader 
served as a role model for our students at Brown Av-
enue.”

The nation’s schools celebrated “Read Across 
America” throughout the month of March.

“The National Education Association (NEA) drives 
to encourage reading,” DiSandro said. “So, during 
the month of March, many schools across America 
organize a Reading Week to celebrate books.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. read to Maryel-
len Tobin and Susan Duquette’s second grade stu-
dents. He read, “When Things Don’t go Right, Turn 
Left“ by Marc Colagiovanni, a local author from 
Cranston. After reading the book the mayor asked the 
kids what lesson they learned from the main charac-
ter.

“Seeing the joy on their faces from the story was the 
highlight of my week,” Polisena said. “Everyone 
should stress to children the importance of reading. 
Reading is the best way to expand knowledge, vo-
cabulary, improve memory and boost concentration 
and is a timeless form of entertainment. It’s impor-
tant for myself and others to really put time in and 
engage with the children of our community. They are 
our future and as such we want to build a strong 
foundation for them early on so they have the very 
best chance of success.”

DiSandro described the book as an “inspirational 
story about being optimistic, overcoming adversity, 
and pushing forward in life.”

Polisena “ended his visit by telling them what his 
role and responsibilities are as the Mayor in John-
ston,” DiSandro said. “The kids were engaged and 
enjoyed meeting the Mayor.”

Johnston Police School Resource Officer Brooke 
Ardito read to Melanie Martino and Jennifer Leone’s 
fifth grade classes. Ardito chose her favorite fables to 
read and the students discussed the moral of each les-
son.

“Officer Brooke also talked about her role as a po-
lice officer and answered the students’ questions,” 
DiSandro said. “They were eager for her visit and 
enjoyed listening to her read aloud.”

READ - PAGE 13■
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4th Annual

CAMPS | CLASSES | HEALTH & FITNESS | EVENTS & MORE!

Thursday, April 21st 

11am-3pm

PRESENTED BY:

WARWICK MALL 
400 BALD HILL RD, WARWICK, RI

Entertainment & Music • Demonstrations  • Giveaways

FOR MORE INFO:
Donna Zarrella | 401-339-6148 
DonnaZ@RhodyBeat.com

Kristine Mangan-Olf | 401-269-8292 
Kristine@ProvidenceOnline.com

DEMO AT 1PM!

5th  Annual

B E A C O N C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

Presents

A Fun Filled Family Event featuring 
ENTERTAINMENT ~ DEMONSTRATIONS ~ GIVEAWAYS 

400 Bald Hill Rd., Warwick, RI

For more information 
Contact Donna Zarrella 

401.732.3100 
donnaz@rhodybeat.com 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13TH • 11AM – 3PM

Wayne Martin Puppets 
“MARTIN’S MAGIC 

MUSIC REVIEW” 
Shows at 12, 2 and 4 pm

Meet & Greet costumed character 
appearance by “BLUEY” presented by

 Judi T. Dance Studio / Party Line

Stop by the Project Undercover table, with your donations 
of new unopened packages 
of diapers, underwear and 
socks, to help RI children 
living in poverty. 

greenwoodcu.org    401-739-4600    2669 Post Road, Warwick

You Could
Be Earning

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates effective 3/27/2023 and subject to change without notice. Fees or other condi-
tions may reduce earnings on these accounts. Fees that may be applicable to deposit accounts can be found on the fee 
schedule. Penalty may apply for early withdrawal. Special CD is not for IRA money. Limited Time Offer. $1,000 minimum
investment.

Federally insured by NCUA

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

4.75%APY*
13-Month
Certificate Special

Your money always WORKS HARDER at Greenwood!
Open yours online at greenwoodcu.org or scan here

Other great rates available, too!

Ortho Rhode Island’s innovative care is 
now available to CharterCARE Patients.

Learn more at OrthopedicsRI.com/welcome 
To schedule an appointment, call 401-777-7000.

Travis D. Blood, MD
Hand, Upper Extremity & 

Microvascular Surgery

Brian H. Cohen, MD
Sports Medicine 

& Trauma 

Drs. Pizzarello, Cohen, and Blood are continuing their affiliations with Our Lady of 
Fatima Hospital and Roger Williams Hospital. We welcome them to the team!

Peter A. Pizzarello Jr., MD
Robotic Joint Replacement 

& Sports Medicine

Our New Orthopedic Surgeons

WELCOME

SECOND GRADE LESSONS: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. read to Maryel-
len Tobin and Susan Duquette’s second grade students.

At Brown Avenue, DiSandro orga-
nized a schedule of Guest Readers to 
come in to read to students and “pro-
mote the importance of reading every-
day.”

On March 17, Attleboro Firefighter 
Aaron Braga visited first grade stu-
dents in Karen Ross and Kerry Cros-
by’s classes.

“The students were engaged,” DiS-
andro said. “After he read, he showed 
the students how firefighters get 
dressed for an emergency situation. 
Overall, what an engaging and exciting 
visit as he promoted the importance of 
reading everyday to your first graders 
... He was very engaging as he showed 
the students how firefighters gear up.”

On March 20, Kerry Cimaglia, Cus-
tomer Relations Coordinator for the 
Providence Postmaster's Office, visited 
fourth graders. 

In 2020 the Providence Postmaster 
and the Providence Postal Customer 
Council initiated a community out-
reach program to share information 
about the postal service and to educate 
our future mailers. The pandemic, 
however, scuttled plans to visit local 
schools.

“Last year we finally received the OK 
to visit schools once again and contin-
ue our mission,” Cimaglia said. 

She and Providence Postmaster 
Jeanne Jackson met with the fourth 
graders from Sherri Pontarelli and Di-
ana Mollicone’s classrooms.

“The Postmaster read a book about 
elephants to the students and shared 
some fun facts about these friendly 

creatures and how they relate to hu-
mans,” Cimaglia explained. “She also 
talked about the services the post office 
provides to the community, job oppor-
tunities and the value of sending some-
thing physical in the mail. We provided 
instructions on how to address an en-
velope along with worksheets to prac-
tice address writing.”

The postal officials provided “blank 
postcards with the Elephant stamp af-
fixed and the students were asked to 
design their very own postcard and 
mail it out.”

“This activity allowed students to 
see how the mail works and provided 
them with a valuable life skill,” Ci-
maglia said. “At the end of the presen-
tation, the postmaster presented a spe-
cial framed art piece featuring the Ele-
phant stamp to the school for partici-
pating in the Providence PCC Commu-
nity Outreach Program.”

The mayor and Ardito both visited 
on March 23.

Later that day, Mr. Matthew Velino, 
formerly Johnston High School's As-
sistant Principal (Velino was officially 
promoted to JHS Principal at Tuesday 
night’s School Committee meeting) vis-
ited third grade students in Tara Iacobo 
and Christina Armstrong’s classes.

He read the book, “Enemy Pie” by 
Derek Munson.

“It is a book about kindness,” DiSan-
dro said. Velino had a “chat with the 
students about friendship, judgment, 
and bullying.”

He’ll be waiting for the youngsters to 
read their way to the classrooms of 
Johnston Senior High School. 

Editor’s Note: For more photos from 
the reading events, turn to Page 15.

■ Read
(Continued from page 12)

DAD THE 
FIREFIGHTER: 

Elijah, a first grade 
student from Ms. 

Crosby’s class-
room, posed for a 

photograph with 
his father, Attle-
boro Firefighter 

Aaron Braga, who 
read to the class 
and showed how 
to put on his fire-

fighting gear. 
(Photos courtesy 
Karen DiSandro)
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paid advertisement

LocaL business
Spotlight

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available ★Lowest $ In Town★

New
State-of-the-Art

Equipment —
Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 89¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Be part of the 
Spotlight on BuSineSS 
and get the word out 
with your ad, a feature 
story and photo...

Get the 
Word Out  

About Your 
Business!

10-week commitment
Story & photo printed once during 10-week run andfeatured on our website

Call today for details

401-732-3100

All 
for
just 

$44/week!

The Household HeroT
Bug and Pest 

Control 
Division

401-999-2715
thehouseholdhero999.com

All NaturalAll Natural

Also Offering 
Soft Washing

Chef Walters 
Innovative Food 

Tourism

...don’t get too busy making a living
that you forget to make a life

feedback@chefwalter.com
401.273.2652
Tours Calendar
www.flavorsandknowlegetours.com

Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners
For all your wedding dress and prom dress alterations this spring

By Jennifer Coates

The door swings open at 
Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners 
in Johnston and a young 
woman carrying an armful 
of clothing strides in. Along 
with some clothes that need 
to be dry cleaned is a gown 
that she will need for an out-
of-town wedding in a few 
weeks, and she has come 
to exactly the right place to 
tackle both of these tasks. 
The dress is a bit too long 
and a bit too loose in the 
torso ~ it needs to be fit to 
her body so she can move in 
it effortlessly for this special 
occasion. She wouldn’t trust 
this alteration job to anybody 
but the best, and that “best” 
is Tita Meija and her team of 
hardworking tailors.

Tita’s Tailors and Cleaners, 
which officially opened its 
doors on Atwood Avenue 
in September of 2022, is 
owned and operated by Tita 
Meija and Tim Henry. The 
team here at Tita’s Tailors 
is comprised of six tailors, 
including Tita, all of whom 

lend their considerable 
experience, expertise and 
talent to their work. Because 
clothes are made in standard 
sizes, and most bodies are 
not “standard,” having an 
expert tailor to whom you 
can trust your things is an 
absolute must.

These tailors are 
meticulous, detail-oriented, 
friendly, and dedicated 
to their customers. They 
are respectful of your 
possessions, your money, 
and your time, working hard 
to finish their work in an 
efficient and professional 
manner.

Tita’s Tailors provides a 
long list of services, including 
the alteration of all men and 
women’s clothing. Tita’s 
Tailors can alter almost 
anything including gowns, 
shirts, dresses, pants, jeans, 
costumes, and swimsuits. 
Because this tailoring team 
hails from a variety of cultures, 
they also understand 
the challenge of finding 
someone who is familiar 
with the special styles and 

materials important to many 
heritages. They can help you 
prepare for festivals, fiestas, 
Quinceaneras, Sweet 
Sixteens, Diwali, and more.

With spring securely on 
the calendar, it is officially 
prom and wedding season! 
Now is the time to get that 
prom, wedding, formal or 
casual occasion attire altered 
before the crush begins. 
Tita and her team will do 
everything to accommodate 
you, but don’t put this off to 
the last minute!

Tita’s Tailors repairs 
backpacks, zippers, leather 
items and upholstery. You 
would be surprised what an 
expert tailor can do!

Customers will also find 
dry cleaning, laundry and 
pressing as well as wash 
& fold services here. They 
will handle your clothes 
and possessions with 
professionalism and care.

Come to Tita’s Tailors 
at 11 Commerce Way in 
Johnston. Hours are Mon. 
– Friday, 8:00am – 6:00pm 
and Saturdays, 8:00am 
– 3:00pm. For more info, 
call 401-403-2292 or 
follow them on Instagram, 
Facebook, Yelp and Google 
reviews. Their website is 
titastailors.com. Check out 
their military/first responders/
veterans discounts as well as 
their generous 10% discount 
to those who donate clothes 
(all of which go to local 
charities such as House of 
Hope).

Behind the scenes at tita’s tailors and Cleaners in Johnston, customers 
will see where all the magic happens. Bring your clothes to be cleaned 
and altered, and so much more!
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

4.50% 
APY

Soaring Savings

Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effec�ve as of 03/20/2023 and subject to change 
therea�er. $60,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle 
period to earn interest.  Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce 
earnings.

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI 

02886

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI 

02903

 NEW LOCATIONS!

Fielding Manufacturing Inc.
780 Wellington Avenue

Cranston, RI 02910

WE ARE GROWING & HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING:
MACHINE PROCESS TECHS

GENERAL MACHINIST/TOOL MAKER
QA INSPECTOR

Call or send resume
401-461-0400 X232

accounting@fieldingmfg.com

JOHNSTON, RI

Family Owned and Operated Since 1995
• Residential Fence • Temporary Fence
• Guardrail  • Handrails
• All Commercial  • Gates
 Applications

SPECIAL SAVINGS 
ON ALL RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS

10% Off All Installations
May 1 thru July 1

15% Off For Veterans And Seniors

Contact us to set up an appointment for a 
FREE ESTIMATE

401.729.0011
email: estimating@unionfenceri.com

Advertise todAy!
Call 732-3100

READ ACROSS JOHNSTON: Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr., Ferri Middle School Reading Specialist and 
Consultant Karen DiSandro and Johnston Police School Resource Officer Brooke Ardito posed for a photo dur-
ing a reading event at Brown Avenue Elementary School last month. DiSandro organized the events, in which role 
models from the community stopped by the school to read to students. 

MAIL CALL: Providence Postmaster Jeanne Jackson and Kerry Cimaglia, Customer Relations Coordinator for 
the Providence Postmaster's Office, met with the fourth graders at the Brown Avenue School. 
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RhodyLife
RHODYBEAT.COM

�  LETTERS - PAGE 24

By KELLY SULLIVAN

On April 15, 1861, President Abraham Lin-
coln issued a call for soldiers. Over the next 
several years, the north and south would do 
battle through a bloody Civil War. That July, 
Albert Fenner Waite, the 22-year-old son of 

John Tillinghast Waite and Mary Madison 
Allen of Warwick, enlisted in the 15th Mass. 
Volunteer Infantry, Company G.

Waite marched off to war with an air of 
pride and excitement. It did not take long, 
however, for the reality of the situation 
to chip away at a farm boy’s innocence, 
replacing the thrill of adventure with the 
discomforting awareness of how quickly 
a life can be extinguished.

Shortly after his enlistment, Albert 
wrote a letter to 18-year-old Clara Francis 
Carpenter, whose family had been neigh-

bors of his uncle 
Allen Waite. It’s 

possible the young 
girl might have been 
an object of Albert’s 
affection. The letter is the fi rst of 12 addressed 
to Clara that still exist and was written from 
Camp Scott, a military training camp upon 
the Brooks Farm in South Worcester, Mass.

“Dear Clara, This is the fi rst opportunity 
that I have had to write. It is rather a hard 
writing desk that I have got. I found an old 
board and went out in the woods. I had to lay 

By KELLY SULLIVAN

Union soldier 
awakens to 

reality of war
On April 15, 1861, President Abraham Lin-

coln issued a call for soldiers. Over the next 
several years, the north and south would do 
battle through a bloody Civil War. That July, 
Albert Fenner Waite, the 22-year-old son of 

John Tillinghast Waite and Mary Madison 
Allen of Warwick, enlisted in the 15th Mass. 
Volunteer Infantry, Company G.

bors of his uncle 
Allen Waite. It’s 

possible the young 
girl might have been 
an object of Albert’s 
affection. The letter is the fi rst of 12 addressed 
to Clara that still exist and was written from 
Camp Scott, a military training camp upon 
the Brooks Farm in South Worcester, Mass.

“Dear Clara, This is the fi rst opportunity 
One of Albert Fenner Waite's  
handwritten letters with an 
envelope and a photograph of him 
which were with the letters.

Part one of 
two-part series

Camp Winfi eld Scott, one of the camps Albert 
wrote from. (Property of Library of Congress)
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TREASURESRhodyRhodyRhody
A N T I Q U E S  •  C O L L E C T I B L E S  •  C O N S I G N M E N T S  •  E S TAT E S  •  V I N TA G E 

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria 

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

A Siege of Boston
Horn with a Story

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

I talk about powder horns a lot here as I’m fascinated by 
them. Plain or carved, as long as they have a provenance, I get 
pretty excited when I handle one. A few weeks I ago I had two 
calls about horns at work. They were both unnamed, undated 
and had no real value. Then I got a third call, which at fi rst I 
thought was going to be like the two before it - but I was wrong!

The owner of the horn sent me some images that evening 
after our conversation. I was out to dinner with my wife when 
they arrived, and I had to ignore both my wife and dinner to 
spend a few minutes taking a look. As the images downloaded, 
I realized I had seen the name on the horn, Richard Andrus, in a 
drawing by artist Rufus Grider. I quickly located the drawing in 
the collection of the New York Historical Society collection and 
sure enough, it was the same horn (although for some reason 
Grider fl ipped the scenes on the horn around Andrus’s name). 
It’s marked “RICHARD ANDRUS his/horn Made at Roxbury 
October 5th: 1775” and engraved with foliate designs, deep in-
cised areas within the designs, crude trees, and a soldier. It has 
a slightly convex pine plug with an iron staple, and a tapered 
spout. The style of carving was also instantly recognized as that 
of “The Simsbury Carver,” as noted historian Bill Guthman re-
ferred to the unknown artist. When Bill wrote his book on pow-
der horns, he had seen three by the same carver. I had found and 

sold a fourth fi ve or six years ago, with this one being the fi fth 
known! The research then began.

Richard Andrus was from Simsbury, Connecticut. Using his 
date of death is his Revolutionary pension records, he was born 
about 1750. He was married in the spring of 1775, not long 
before he enlisted on May 4 and marched as a member of Cap-
tain Abel Pettibone’s 7th Company, 2nd Regiment, to the Siege 
of Boston and the fortifi cations at Roxbury, Massachusetts. He 
was at Roxbury until December 10 when their enlistments were 
over. He reenlisted on January 1, 1776, and served again in Cap-
tain Abel Pettibone’s Company until January 1, 1777. In March 
1777, he enlisted as a teamster for three years in Captain Ozias 
Bingham’s Company, and in 1780 he enlisted yet again in Lieu-
tenant Colonel Joseph Hait’s 2nd Connecticut Regiment. That’s 
quite a service record!

However, when Andrus tried to get a pension for his service, 
it was a struggle. His name on the early muster rolls had been 
spelled “Adams” and he couldn’t receive the monies he should 
have. After his death on October 24, 1826, his wife fought for 
his pension. Luckily these records survive in the National Ar-
chives for us to study. With the numerous petitions, it was prov-
en that the “Adams” in the rolls should have been Andrus, and 
his wife Catharine received his full pension.

Kind of a sad story for a man who honorably served his coun-
try, and I’m glad his horn survived so that I (and you) could 
learn more about him!

YOUR AD HERE
$60
8 week minimum

Appears in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald, 
Johnston Sun Rise and The Reminder

All 4 papers for one low price! 

CALL FOR MORE INFO

732-3100 / 821-2216

per 
week

HOURS: 
Thursday-Saturday 

12-5pm

316 Warwick Neck Ave.
Warwick

203-1366

•COMICS•GOLD JEWELRY
•SILVER COINS•GUNS

CASH FOR 537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

$$ Looking to BUY Your Collectibles $$ 

We are actively purchasing 
COMIC BOOKS
TOYS • RECORDS
We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

• Second Hand Merchandise
• Household Accessories
• Antiques
• Furniture
• All Occasion  Greeting Cards
 and much more

59 Putnam Pike (Rte. 44), Johnston, RI 02919
401-525-4616

YANKEE
TREASURE CHEST
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Sports

IGGYSRI.COM

885 OAKLAND BEACH AVE
WARWICK, RI 

book online at OpenTable 
or call 401-737-2895

ROCKETS - PAGE 23�

By PETE FONTAINE

To say that the Rhode Island Rockets are in a league 
of their own would be an understatement of huge pro-
portions.

That became more obvious than ever last week when 
the Johnston Girls Softball League’s U-18 talented trav-
eling troupe held its annual pasta dinner inside the 
famed Santa Maria DiPrata Society located at 15 Walnut 
Grove in Cranston.

Never since the JGSL team, which was founded back 
in 2016, has the unique annual affair been filled with 
such tremendous togetherness, love and respect as there 
was during the fun-filled event.

For example, even before the Rockets received special 
gifts and framed photos taken by Lisa Calabro they 
presented to their mighty moms, there was a special 
moment for head coach Derek Calabro when his players 
– along with their parents and guests – sang “Happy 
Birthday” to their beloved coach and dedicated mentor.

Rockets celebrate 
annual dinner

Panthers beat Bulldogs in opener

TALENTED TROUPE: The Johnston Girls Softball League’s U-18 traveling team includes: Falyn Lusignan, Becka 
Baggeson, Marissa Durette, Julia Raymond, Kaylee Bradley, Charlotte Labossiere, Jenna Malloy, Mia Santomas-
simo, Briana Grenier, Hannah Calabro, Victoria  Butler and Haley Ellis.  (Photos courtesy Lisa Calabro)

The Johnston baseball team earned a big win to start its 2023 spring campaign, beating divisional foe Westerly in a 3-2, extra inning affair on Tuesday night at Johnston 
Memorial Park. The Panthers are coming off a nice season last year, reaching the Division II playoffs. Pictured above are starting pitcher Derek Salvatore (left) and Dylan 
Martins. For more photos of the action, check out page 20. (Photos by Ryan D. Murray)
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100
401-736-0600

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Abdullah named Gatorade POY
By ALEX SPONSELLER

Bishop Hendricken basketball player 
Azmar Abdullah enjoyed one of the 
most prolific seasons in program history 
this past winter season and recently was 
named the Rhode Island Gatorade Play-
er of the Year.

Abdullah led the team in scoring this 
season with 22.8 points per game and 
was vital in winning another state cham-
pionship. Abdullah was named the 
coaches association’s player of the year 
while also being first team, all-state. 

Off the court, Abdullah boasts a 3.06 
grade point average and regularly vol-
unteers in the community. He is the sev-
enth Hendricken player to receive the 
Gatorade Player of the Year award, join-
ing guys like current head coach Jamal 
Gomes and Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla, 
who won it twice while with the Hawks.

“I was just worried about winning the 
championship. I’d just like to thank my 
teammates and coaches for helping me 
get the awards, my teammates for push-
ing me. Devin Lynch, Eze Wali, Mike 
Paquette, Matt Brock, they always 
pushed me at practice. I really appreciate 
them for that. Coach Gomes worked 
with me in the offseason, being with me 
in the gym before school and after 
school,” said Abdullah. “It’s an honor 
just to be in the conversation with those 
guys, Joe Mazzulla, Justin Mazzulla, 
Coach Jamal Gomes. It’s an honor to be 
part of Hendricken history.”

Although Abdullah experienced a 

championship as a junior, he had a quiet 
playoff run and was determined to make 
a bigger impact this time around.

“I’m grateful for the year that I had. I 
didn’t think that I’d have the year that I 
had after not scoring in (last year’s) 
championship game. I knew I could have 
done better. Going into the summer, I 
knew I had to improve to get the awards 
that I did,” said Abdullah.

Next up for Abdullah is prep school, as 
he announced last week that he would 
be heading to Vermont Academy for a 
season prior to committing to a college 
program. Abdullah was considering 
transferring to prep school as early as his 
sophomore year, but his parents and 
Gomes convinced him to see things 
through at Hendricken.

“I’m grateful that I stayed and I think 
the decision to do it now will be benefi-
cial for me, being able to play against 
better competition in Vermont,” Abdul-
lah said.

Moving forward, Abdullah will re-
member the meetings with Gomes and 
his influence on his life both on and off 
the court.

“I’m going to take all those conversa-
tions in Coach Gomes’ office with me 
and how he would relate basketball to 
life. It always related to having a support 
system, having a team, family, mentors, 
coaches,” Abdullah said. “You can’t get 
through life on your own and that’s the 
biggest thing that I always appreciated 
about Coach Gomes.”

STATE CHAMP: Azmar Abdullah is greeted by teammates after winning at states.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR: Azmar Abdullah. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)
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Take advantage of the new 30% Solar Investment Tax Credit 
(ITC) with PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery 
storage system. PWRcell will help you save money on your 
electric bill and be prepared for utility power outages. Plus 
it’s compatible with most existing solar arrays.

Now’s the
Right Time

^Consult your tax or legal professional for information 
regarding eligibility requirements for tax credits.

Solar panels sold separately.

Purchase a PWRcell and Receive 
a Free Ecobee Smart Thermostat 
Enhanced – valued at over $189!*

*Scan the QR code for 
promo terms and conditions.

SAVE 
30% 

WITH THE SOLAR TAX CREDIT^

Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532
Call to request a free quote!
(833) 779-2532

 Cranston’s own Dream Big Gymnastics enjoyed 
a strong showing at the recent USAG State 
Championships, with champions in five different 
sessions.  Rhode Island College hosted the event 
on March 25 and 26, which attracted competitors 
from throughout the state.  The Dream team in-
cluded 9 first place winners, seen above sitting 
on the balance beam.  From left to right, they are: 
Josephine Russo, Adrianna Pinheiro, Anjali Perez, 
Aubrey Soares, Gianna Desmarais, Savannah 
Douglas, Elisa Stegnano, Madelin Rose, and An-
astasia Magurean. (Cranston Herald photo)

Balancing Act

Rhode Island College junior Ste-
ven Doss (West Warwick, R.I.), 
freshman Jaden Saunders (Smith-
field, R.I.) and the 4x100m relay 
team were recognized by the Little 
East for their respective perfor-
mances at Bryant’s Black & Gold 
Invitational on March 31 and April 
2.

Doss was named the Little East 
Men’s Track Athlete of the Week, 
Rookie Track Athlete of the Week 
and was a member of the Relay 
Team of the Week.

Doss finished first in the 200m 
(21.42) and fifth in the 4x100m relay 
(42.92). His time in the 200m broke 
the program and meet records. The 
time ranks No. 9 in the nation and 
first in New England and the Little 
East. The 4x100m time is also a new 
RIC record and ranks No. 7 in New 
England and first in the LEC.

Saunders was named the Little 
East Rookie Field Athlete of the 
Week. He finished second in the 
triple jump (12.86m), fifth in the 
long jump (6.23m) and 11th in the 
high jump (1.80m).

Doss, sophomore Mahari Nayte 
(Providence, R.I.), freshman Isiah 
Briggs (Providence, R.I.) and fresh-
man Izaiah Karweh (Providence, 
R.I.) of the 4x100m relay were 
named the Little East Relay Team of 
the Week. They placed fifth with a 
time of 42.92, which is a new RIC 
record and ranks No. 7 in New Eng-
land and first in the LEC.

The Anchormen placed 10th (17 
teams) with a team score of 42.0.

In upcoming action, Rhode Island 
College will compete at the Coast 
Guard Spring Invitational on Satur-
day, April 8 (10 a.m.).

Doss, Saunders win 
weekly LEC awards

BEHIND THE PLATE: Dean Paris on Tuesday.

FLY BALL: Davion Nunes tracks down a pop fly.
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By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

Opening Day of the freshwater fishing 
season in Rhode Island is 6 a.m. Satur-
day, April 8.  The Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Environmental Management 
(DEM) has stocked 100 waterways many 
with brook, brown, tiger and rainbow 
trout as well as Sebago salmon in select 
areas in advance of the season.

Hatchery-raised golden rainbow trout 
are being stocked in waterways through-
out Rhode Island for Opening Day. These 
trout are a color variation of a rainbow 
trout and provide an exciting angling 
experience. 

For licensing information and a list of 
waterways that are being stocked by 
DEM visit their website at www.dem.
ri.gov/programs/fish-wildlife/freshwa-
ter-fisheries/index.php. 

A 2023 fishing license ($21 online) is 
required for anglers 15 years of age and 
older. A Trout Conservation Stamp ($5.50 
online) is also required of anyone wish-
ing to keep or possess a trout or to fish in 
a catch-and-release or “fly-fishing only” 
area. Trout Stamps are not required for 
persons possessing trout taken from a 
lake or pond that shares a border with 
Rhode Island. 

The minimum size for trout is eight 
inches and the daily creel or possession 
limit is five from April 8, 2023, through 
Nov. 30, 2023, and two from Dec. 1, 2023, 
through Feb. 29, 2024. 

 
Fly tying and fishing 

the cinder worm hatch
The annual Cinder Worm Fly Tying 

and Fly Fishing workshop being held 
next month still has some openings at 
press time. The program will be held on 
two weekday evening classes in fly tying 
instruction and one weekend evening of 
fly fishing. The program is free to regis-
trants.

The cinder worm hatch is a springtime 
ritual as thousands of cinder worms 
wiggle their way from the mud to the 
surface to mate. Striped bass feed on the 
worms. Participants get to make their 
own flies in class then take them out on 
the water to experience this great fishery.

Instructors will be available to assist 
novice participants on rigging and cast-
ing. Dave Pollack and Capt. Ray Stache-
lek have led a team of volunteer instruc-
tors to produce the workshop series for 
years which is sponsored by US Fish & 
Wildlife and DEM’s Aquatic Education 
Outreach program. The program is open 
to any adult or child over the age of 10, 
regardless of skill level -40 person maxi-
mum so register early. Instruction and 
guidance will be provided by some of 
the area’s most proficient and knowl-
edgeable worm hatch fishers.  

All fly tying materials will be provid-
ed. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own tools and equipment, but all 
necessary fly tying tools and equipment 
will be loaned to registrants upon re-
quest. Saltwater fly fishing equipment, 
including rods, reel, lines and leaders, 
will be loaned to registrants who do not 
have their own gear and tackle upon re-
quest in advance.

The Fly Tying classes will be held 
Tuesday, May 2 and May 9, 6:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. at the Kettle Pond Visitor Cen-
ter, Charlestown, RI. The Fly Fishing 
portion of the program will take place 
Saturday, May 20, 4 p.m. until dark at 
Ninigret National Wildlife Refuge, 
Charlestown, RI.

For information or to register for the 
program contact Marisa Podbros, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Serve at marisa_pod-
bros@fws.gov or call 401.213.4400.

Where’s the bite?
Freshwater. “We have customers stock-

ing up for opening day Saturday. The 
bait of choice for hatchery raised trout 
that have been stocked in ponds is Pow-
er Bait,” said John Littlefield of Archie’s 
Bait & Tackle, Riverside. The bait and 
other synthetic baits like it resemble 
what these fish eat in the hatchery. After 
a couple of weeks and the fish are accli-
mated they start to eat natural baits in 
there new environment.” 

Mike Wade of Watch Hill Outfitters, 
Westerly, said, “The anticipation of open-
ing day for trout season for both RI and 
CT customers is very high. Additional 
stockings have taken place in both states 
as fish in the hatchery matured early this 
year and the fish needed to be moved. 
We are open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. but Opening 
Day, Saturday, April 8 we plan to open 
very early, give us a call.” 

Vincent Castaldi of Quaker Lane Bait 
& Tackle, said, “Things have been kind 
of quiet. Some anglers, including myself, 
are catching largemouth and pickerel.  
Ryan Park, North Kingstown and Lake 
Tiogue, Coventry have been producing 
some fish.” Massachusetts stocked ponds 
are open for fishing but all will have to 
wait until April 8 to fish trout stocked 
ponds in Rhode Island. For licenses and 
trout/salmon waterway stocking infor-
mation in Rhode Island visit www.dem.
ri.gov/fishing, and in Massachusetts 
www.mass.gov/service-details/trout-
stocking-report .

Striped bass holdovers continue to be 
caught in the upper Providence River. 
“We have had some non-confirmed re-
ports that school bass are in the salt 
ponds already,” said Mike Wade of 
Watch Hill.

The tautog spring season opened on 
April 1. Anglers fished last weekend but 
no reports of fish at this point. Rhode Is-
land and Massachusetts have nearly the 
same trophy fish regulations that RI had 
last year. Anglers are allowed just one 
trophy fish, 21 inches or larger, the mini-
mum size is still 16 inches and a 10 fish 
boat limit applies for private recreational 
vessels. The spring season runs from 
April 1 to May 31 and allows for three 
fish/person/day, the season reopens 
Aug. 1 to Oct. 14 with a three fish/per-
son/day limit and then jumps to five fish 
from Oct. 15 to Dec. 31. In Massachusetts 
anglers are allowed to take one fish in 
the spawning season of June and July.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s master li-
cense and charter fishing license. He serves 
on a variety of boards and commissions and 
has a consulting business focusing on clean 
oceans, habitat preservation, conservation, 
renewable energy, and fisheries related issues 
and clients. Forward fishing news and pho-
tos to dmontifish@verison.net or visit www.
noflukefishing.com.

Opening Day is this Saturday

PICKEREL: John Migliori with a 25.5-inch pickerel he caught on Aquidneck Island 
last week. (Submitted photo)

FLY FISHING THE POND: Anglers fishing the cider worm hatch on Ninigret Pond.  
(Photo courtesy of Capt. Capt. Ray Stachelek)
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OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10	AM	Monday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald	(Thursday),	
	 	 Warwick	Beacon	(Thursday)	&	
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise	(Thursday)

adVerTisinG cosTs:
Line-By-Line:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4	Weeks	or	More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00	per	week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSified	diSpLAy:	
1	Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00	per	column	inch. 

BuSineSS	SeRviCe	AdS: 
$32.00	per	column	inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add	the	Ri	Reminder:
$8.00	per	column	inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

Classified
Advertising 
Deadline is

10 AM Monday

Help	Wanted

To place 
your ad 

by phone, 
please call

732-3100

4 Lines / $2500

nAMe		 ____________________________________________________________________________________ pHOne	 ____________________________

AddReSS		 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CiTy	 ________________________________________________________________________ STATe		 __________________ Zip ____________________

$25.00/Week — $29.00/Week with Bold

$29.00/Week — $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm ad - 4 lines)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

DeaDLine:
Monday 10 AM

CArd #  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  EXP. dATE: _____________________  SEC. CodE ____________________

AMoUNT ENCLoSEd  $ _____________  CHECK # __________

# oF WEEKS  Ad IS To rUN  _________      
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑

CATEGorY
______________________

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or    e-mail to: Classifieds@rhodybeat.com

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

Houses	for	Rent

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors, 
washer &  dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease, $1000 mo. 
+ utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, ref-
erences. Bob 401-529-5898

for	Sale
Antique Grandmother clock.  
Needs some work.  $2,000 or 
best offer.  401-942-9211

Pro Home Improvements - Spe-
cializing in kitchen, baths, and 
basement remodeling and any 
interior repairs. prohomeimprov.
com. Free est. Licensed and in-
sured. Call Pat at 401-374-3929

BKM HANDYMAN SERVICES: 
Specializing in all household  
repairs and replacements, ga-
rage & basement organization, 
junk removal and any other 
household needs. Call or text 
401-594-6705

Junk	Removal

HAVE TRUCK WILL HAUL: 
Junk, brush, construction debris. 
DUMPSTERS also available. 
401-497-1282

Houses	Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES:  Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!!  House needs 
work?  We don’t mind.  Call 401-
595-8703

devotions/prayers
Thank you, Saint Jude, for an-
swering my prayers.  - RJA & 
DBA

1944 WA R W I C K AV E N U E, WA R W I C K , R I   02889  |   P:  401-732-3100 |  F:  401-732-3110
BEACONCOMMUNICATIONS

IS HIRING!
ADVERTISING SALES 

REPRESENTATIVE
Join our team for an opportunity to work in a 

friendly, community based environment.
Seeking a “people person” with strong 

organizational skills. Sales experience and 
knowledge of basic computer skills are 
preferred, but will train the right candidate. 

Interested candidates 
can e-mail their 

resume to 

donnaz@
rhodybeat.com

PA RT  T I M E

Home	improvementsHelp	Wanted Help	Wanted
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Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100
401-736-0600

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

“This is extra special!” many people of-
fered during the presentations that included 
each player’s number in lights. “No wonder 
this team has been so successful year-in and 
year-out.”

So successful, in fact, the Rockets have 
staked claim to 10 tournament titles in the 
past two seasons while playing against other 
talent-filled clubs in the state, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and even New York just to name 
a few special stops where Calabro’s club left 
its trademark.

“Our 2023 team is loaded with talent and 
consists of 12 of the hardest working players 
in the game,” Coach Calabro offered. “We 
will look to build on the success we have had 
winning those (10) titles in the past two 
years.”

He then explained that three players from 
the original team of 2016 – namely Victoria 
Butler, Falyn Lusignan and catcher Hannah 
Calabro (Johnston High School) make up the 
captain’s corps and this year will be joined by 
a fourth captain, Becka Baggeson, a senior at 

Ponaganset High School who is the squad’s 
talented left fielder.

The upcoming campaign will also be the 
finale for prolific pitcher Victoria “Tori” But-
ler and second basemen Lusignan who are 
now playing for the Community College of 
Rhode Island fast-pitch Lady Knights.

Thus, the “Dynamic Dozen” as the Rockets 
have often been known, also include short-
stop Marissa Durette, Plymouth, Ma. North 
High; pitcher Julie Raymond, third baseman 
Woonsocket; right fielder Kaylee Bradley, 
Cumberland; third baseman Kaylee Bradley, 
Cumberland; right fielder Charlotte Laboss-
iere, Lincoln; first baseman Jenna Malloy, 
Cranston West; center fielder Mia Santomas-
simo, Cranston West; first baseman Brianna 
Grenier, Cumberland; and pitcher Haley El-
lis, Ponaganset.

In keeping with tradition, the camaraderie-
filled ceremony concluded with the raffle 
which included six high-end gift baskets, a 
50-50 raffle and Calabro heaping words of 
praise and thanks to “our generous sponsors” 
who were all highlighted on a huge sign 
people saw the moment they walked into the 
Prata Club.

MEMORABLE MOMENT: Rockets captain Hannah Calabro presents her brother 
Dillon with a surprise appreciation award for his on-gong dedication and helping 
prepare the field for games. They’re back by Brianna Grenier and Becka Baggeson. 

Welcome to spring 
sports, everyone. 
We made it 

through the long, winding 
winter playoffs and brief in-
termission that followed. 
Here’s to the next two 
months of fun prior to jump-
ing into the summer.

Here are some of the story-
lines to watch this coming 
spring and here are some of 
my thoughts and predictions 
as we dive into things this 
week:

For baseball, the two big-
gest questions that I have are 
1) Will the Hawks reclaim 
their spot as the state’s best 
team after coming up short 
the past two seasons? And 2) 
is this the year that Cranston 
West climbs its way into that 
elite class?

North Kingstown has won 
back to back titles, so it’s only 
fair to say it is the Skippers’ 
to lose. Hendricken has a 
relatively young team, but a 
lot of those kids got playoff 
experience last season.

Alex Clemmey is back and 
will be arguably the state’s 
best pitcher for the Hawks, 
and guys like Jack LaRose, 
Jason Pilderian, Griffin Crain 
and Braedon Campbell re-
turn to the lineup. Hendrick-
en will certainly be in the 
mix come the end of the 
spring.

That’s always the case for 

the Hawks, but will this 
group be able to rebound 
and get past the Skippers?

Then for West, this team 
has been slowly building for 
a while now and features a 
senior-heavy roster. The Fal-
cons have a three-headed 
monster on the mound be-
tween Luciano Leone, Nick 
Masse and Demetri Sampalis 
as well as five other seniors 
in the field. West has reached 
the playoffs the past two sea-
sons, falling to the Skippers 
each time. West pulled off a 
massive upset two years ago 
when they beat the Hawks in 
the opening round.

The Falcons have a chance 
to emerge as serious con-
tenders, so let’s see if they 
can get it done. 

For softball, it’s going to be 
fun to see what reigning Ga-
torade Player of the Year 
Alyssa Twomey does for Pil-
grim.

She committed to Division 
I Providence College this off-
season and has accom-
plished just about everything 
a high schooler can through 
her first three years. The only 
thing that is left is a Division 
I title, which the Pats should 
be in the running for once 
again.

We know that she is the 
best player in the state. She’s 
the best pitcher and a true 
power hitter at the plate. Ev-

ery second she is on the field 
she is capable of taking the 
game over, and usually does 
just that.

To say that I’m expecting a 
huge year from her would 
not be a thrilling take, but 
that’s what I believe is in 
store for her. She was bril-
liant in the circle on opening 
day, holding La Salle to just 
two hits while striking out 13 
batters. She also had an RBI 
triple to put the Pats on the 
board in the first inning.

I think we’re in for a his-
toric year for Twomey and 
she is a near-lock to win Ga-
torade Player of the Year 
again. 

Nearby Toll Gate will be a 
fun club to follow as well in 
Division II. The Titans came 
out of nowhere last year to 
reach the semifinals, and 
probably would have won it 
if they didn’t lose starting 

pitcher Emma Harrold.
Harrold is back and only a 

sophomore. She was one of 
the best pitchers in the divi-
sion and is only going to get 
better. The Titans are poised 
to make another deep run.

Speaking of deep runs, the 
defending champion Pilgrim 
lacrosse team should be in 
good position to defend its 
title with guys like Braxton 
Bragg, Tyler Fuller and Ethan 
Pezzullo back in the mix. 
Sure, it lost a big senior core, 
but the returners are elite.

Then on the girls side, 
both Cranston West and Toll 
Gate will be teams to watch. 
The Titans, though, will be 
without their best player in 
Adeline Areson. But we will 
see, they reached the semis 
last year, so a playoff run 

should still be attainable.
Our coverage area fea-

tured some of the best boys 
volleyball in the state last 
season.

The Johnston Panthers 
won their first championship 
in program history and will 
be bringing back a handful of 
playmakers including James 
Guilmette, Dylan Robbins 
and Joshua Philbrick. John-
ston will be a favorite to re-
peat as champs, and my ear-
ly prediction is that the Pan-
thers get it done.

Cranston East reached the 
semis after upsetting Hen-
dricken in the quarterfinals. 
Each team will be in the mix 
again, and Cranston West 
and Pilgrim also have a 
chance to make some noise. 
It would not surprise me if 

we see multiple champions 
in our coverage area here. 

Then lastly, with outdoor 
track.

Hendricken, as always, is 
the favorite to run to a cham-
pionship. The question is not 
“will they get it done,” as 
much as it is “which Hawks 
will get it done?” Some years 
it’s the distance runners, oth-
ers it’s the sprinters, some-
times it’s the jumpers, throw-
ers, you never know.

The Cranston West girls 
will be led by Ailani Suther-
land, who is probably the 
state’s best girl track athlete. 
It would be great to see West 
take home a title after win-
ning the Class A Champion-
ship last spring. 

Let’s have some fun, see 
you out there!

Setting the stage for spring sports season
My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

■ Rockets
(Continued from page 18)
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Prepare for power 
outages today
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(401) 922-9007

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

FREE
7-Year Extended

A $695 Value!

on my stomach to write. So you 
must not make fun of my writ-
ing when you know what a fan-
cy desk I had to write on. I went 
to camp the next day after I left 
Providence… When we started 
off, such hugging and kissing I 
never saw. I felt sorry that I did 
not have somebody to embrace. 
There was an old lady stood 
close to me and I had a mind 
to clasp her in my arms but I 
thought it was not proper, she 
being a stranger to me…

Could use iron teeth to chew 
the food

We started for Worcester in 
wagons, singing and cheer-
ing all the way. I never had a 
better time in my life. We had 
about two miles to march on 
foot through sun and sand. The 
dust was so thick that I could 
not see ten feet ahead. Such a 
supper as we got, the boys call 
it horse beef. I got one mouthful 
and chewed on it all night. The 
next morning I found it hard as 
ever. If they had not changed 
the food, I should get me some 
iron teeth… There is 15 men 
in a tent. Some can’t find their 
blankets. Others lost their beds. 
But most of us feel so tired at 
night we don’t bother much 
about beds… I never was in bet-
ter health in my life. I have not 
seen a sick hour. It seems to me I 
could eat Jeff Davis if I had him 
here…

I don’t think you would know 
me with my hair as short as a 
young Robbins. My moustache 
has grown clear down to my 
knees. I stuff it into a bag nights 
so I won’t step on it. Don’t 
suppose you believe it. One of 
our company was discharged 
for stabbing a guard that was 
placed over him. Another was 
drummed out of camp with 
twenty bayonets pointed at his 
head…

Saturday night I was on 
guard. My orders was to let no 
man pass in or out, without giv-
ing the countersign. The guards 
and head officer are all the ones 
that know the password. About 
16 o’clock, I heard a noise in 
the woods close to my beat. I 
sing out who goes there. Not 
getting any answer, I started 
into the woods. But it was so 
dark I could not find him. It 
was some of the boys that had 
run the guards through the day 
and was trying to get back at 
night. We have the strictest or-
ders at night to run the Bayonet 
through any man that attempts 
to run the guard, if he does 
not stop when you hail him. I 
stopped one of the officers that 
night and made him give me the 
password which was Banks. It 
don’t make any difference who 

the man is, you must hail him. If 
he does not stop, try some cold 
steel…

“Our regiment can’t be beat”

While I am writing, there is 
a cry of a boy drowned. I have 
been to see him. He is dead. 
It is bad but can’t be helped. I 
wished you would come up 
here and see a fellow. If you will 
come, you may have my front 
room and best feather bed and 
all the horse beef you can eat...

I tell you our regiment can’t 
be beat. Our company has 
the name of being the best in 
the regiment. I had a letter 
from Gen. Scott saying that he 
wished to see me on important 
business. I think he wants me to 
take Lincoln’s place. Keep dark, 
this is privacy between you and 
me…

Don’t you think I had a dream 
about you last night. It seemed 
as though we were walking 
down towards Smith’s palace 
in company with quite a flashy 
damsel. Pretty soon she came to 
something that looked like an 
observatory. We went up to the 
top of it and sat down. While 
we sat there, as broke down, 
I thought you two broke your 
necks and escaped with only a 
broken back. When I woke up, 
I was crying. Yes, I cried. Get 
your dream book and when you 
write, tell me what it says…

I must say I never saw rain 
harder than it has for half an 
hour. I do not tell a lie when I say 
it is all of a foot deep in our tent. 
One tent that stood in a hollow 
got so full they took it up and 
put it in another place. They are 
carrying the water off in pails, it 
being 2 ½ feet deep. Most all of 
us will have to sleep in 2 inches 
of water… I don’t know of any-
thing else except I should like to 
see you very much. Sometimes I 
feel quite lonesome…

Tell my dear, beloved sister 
that a letter from her would 
be read with the greatest plea-
sure… If I don’t get acquainted 
with some girls, I shant know 
how to talk to them when I 
get home. I want you to write 
as soon as you can because 
all the boys are getting letters 
and then it would be so nice to 
have a letter from you, don’t 
blush… Write within a week. If 
you don’t, I shall commit Susan 
Side. Good Bye, From Dobby.”

On July 13, 1861, Clara re-
sponded to that first letter. 
“Dear Albert, I received your 
letter Thursday. I was real glad 
to hear from you. I have been 
looking out for a letter ever since 
a week ago Thursday, a week 
from the day you went away… 
The day you went away, they all 
went down on their clam bake. 
The wagon was pretty full but 
there would have been room for 
you if you had been there…

I have not had time before 

since last night to finish my 
letter. I went down street and 
when I came home, I had not 
been in the house more than ten 
minutes when Mrs. Gardener, 
one of our neighbors, sent af-
ter my mother and me to come 
over there. Her baby was dying 
and we went over. It was over 
a year old and we had not been 
there more than a half an hour 
when it died… mother did not 
get home until after twelve 
o’clock. She stayed to lay him 
out… Hattie says she wished 
you would have the measles so 
that you would have to come 
home. She means have them 
light and I second the motion.”

Spectator to regiment drill 
killed in accident

Later that month, Albert 

penned another letter to Clara. 
“Dearest Madam, I received 
your kind and affectionate let-
ter, in due season, and was very 
glad to hear from you. I felt 
five years younger after read-
ing it and I can eat our horse 
beef with perfect ease now. We 
had quite an accident last week. 
While we was having our regi-
mental drill in the afternoon, a 
span of horses took fright and 
broke their halters, starting at 
full speed right among the visi-
tors. The pole struck a woman 
in the neck, breaking it instantly. 
They took her to our camp phy-
sician’s tent but she was dead 
before they got there. She came 
from Oxford to see an adopted 
son in the regiment. There was a 
little girl with her about 12 years 
old. I never felt so bad about 
anything as I did for her when 
she found out she was dead…

We have received most of the 
army uniform. You should see 
our overcoats, they are gay ones 
I tell you. They come clear down 
to our heels with a tremendous 
big cape. They make me think of 
Grandfather Long Legs. I have 
got so many clothes now, I don’t 
know how I shall ever carry 
them with me. Uncle Sam has 
been very liberal to his sons and 

I guess he has got some work 
for us to do pretty soon…

The other day I felt pretty 
tired and did not want to drill 
so I went to the dr. and told him 
I was not very well… he gave 
me a bottle of medicine… I saw 
him coming so I poured half the 
stuff out. He poked his head in, 
wanted to know if I felt any bet-
ter. I put on a long face, said I 
was pretty bad off…

It is quite still down in the 
woods this afternoon. The gen-
tle breezes roaming through the 
tops of the treezes makes me 
heave a deep sigh for the gal I 
left behind me. I see some pret-
ty good looking city girls from 
Worcester up here but they don’t 
make a fellow’s heart bleed like 
the Providence girls. I believe I 
could tell a RI girl blindfolded 
among ten-thousand sheep… 
You should have seen me this 
morning when I got my sister’s 
letter. I was so glad when the 
officer gave me the letter that if 
he had been a woman I should 
hugged him to death. I dropped 
my horse beef and coffee.”

Next Week: Off to battle

Kelly Sullivan is a Rhode Island 
columnist, lecturer and author.

■ Letters
(Continued from page 16) Back 

in the Day

by 
Kelly Sullivan

How the letters were found, 
connected to Rhode Island

By KELLY SULLIVAN

In 2009, Marcia Pollock Wysocky of Winneconne, Wisc. discovered over 200 letters writ-
ten by her father to her mother during WWII, stashed in the shed of the old farmhouse 
where her mother lived. Wysocky read them, wrote a book about them – “Two Fathers, One 
War” - and became obsessed with history. "I can't get enough of it," she said.

Recently, her mother's neighbor, Gayle Baylor of Friendship, Wisc., told Wysocky, "I have 
something for you." She returned with a binder containing 13 handwritten letters from 
the Civil War. They had been given to her by her mother. Wysocky did some research and 
determined that the woman in receipt of the letters, Clara Francis Carpenter, was Baylor's 
great-grandmother.

After Wysocky discovered that Albert Waite descended from Warwick, Baylor agreed to 
give her the letters and she contacted Pegee Malcolm, president of the Rhode Island and 
Warwick Historical Cemeteries Commissions. Malcolm quickly identified the cemetery 
where Waite is buried in Warwick.

 Malcolm recalled the introduction. “I got a phone call and she said 'I have these letters I 
think you might be interested in. Do you want them?' I said, 'Yes!'."

Thanks to Baylor and Wysocky, the preservation of these 162-year-old letters will now be 
assured, allowing future generations the opportunity to see the human aspect of a battle-
field.

“I want everybody to experience how much has been sacrificed,” Wysocky said.
Malcolm said scanned copies of the letters and other Civil War artifacts in the collection 

of the Warwick Historical Society may be combined for a Memorial Day display to be an-
nounced.
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ANIMAL   TALK
By Karen Kalunian

Local�Adoptable�Loveable

If you have been thinking 
of adopting or know of 

an animal in need, please 
contact Karen directly at 

animaltalk1920@gmail.comanimaltalk1920@gmail.com

Meet Marzipan!! This little ball of fi re is adorably 
cute, yes we know but she’s not the dog for ev-
eryone! Please read more about her and if you 
think she is the dog for you then please contact 
One Dog At A Time Rescue by calling 508-826-
3073 and leaving a detailed message or email 
odaatrescue@yahoo.com.

Marzipan is deaf, so the rescue is looking for 
an experienced owner only! She needs to go to 
a patient adult home only! We know we are in 
search of a special home but this little one de-
serves only the best! The rescue wants to set 
her up for success from the get go! To fi nd out 
more about her please contact the rescue. We 
are asking you all to help spread the word about 
Marzipan so her chances are better at fi nding 
the perfect home!

Marzipan
Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Theatre Review by DON FOWLER

The smash Broadway hit, “SIX”, is coming to the 
Providence Performing Arts Center for an un-
precedented two weeks, April 11-23.

“From Tudor Queens to Pop Princesses, the 
SIX wives of Henry VIII take the mic to remix 500 years 
of historical heartbreak into an exuberant celebration of 
21st century girl power!” says the advance PR on one of 
the hottest shows on Broadway. 

“Audiences across the country are getting a chance to 
share this great musical while it is still playing to record 
crowds on Broadway,” said Terica Marie, who plays the 
Queen of Sheba, the fourth of Henry’s wives. “We have 
bookings into 2024.

“When Henry fi rst meets Anna, he disguises himself, 
imagining some sort of romantic reaction. He kisses her 
and she turns away coldly from the hideous stranger”

The rest is history.

Terica called in from Philadelphia, where the musical 
is playing for three weeks before moving on to Provi-
dence.

The singer,songwriter and actress graduated from 
Ball State University where she earned her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts, starring in many college and dinner theatre 
productions before landing a major role in “SIX”.

When she’s at home, she is usually in the studio re-
cording her songs.

“Actors are like athletes,” Terica said, “except that 
their sport doesn’t have a break. We must stay in shape 
year-round. I do yoga every morning, go to the gym 
and stay in shape.

“This is my fi rst time travelling from city to city, and 
I fi nd it very exciting,” she said.

 “I love meeting new people, exploring new cities and 
different cuisines,” the Kentucky native who now lives 
in Indiana said, “especially the seafood.”

For tickets too SIX, call 421-ARTS or visit ppacri.org.

Terica Marie—
One of “SIX” 
wives coming 

to PPAC

(Above) North American Tour 
Boleyn Company of SIX. (Right) 
Amina Faye as Jane Seymour. 
(Photos by Joan Marcus)

Van Morrison returns to the Providence Performing 
Arts Center (PPAC) for two shows on Thursday, May 
11 and Friday, May 12, 2023 at 7PM. He last performed 
at PPAC in December 2007 to a sold-out crowd.   

Tickets for both shows go on sale Friday, April 7, 
2023 at 10A at the PPAC Box Offi ce (220 Weybosset 
Street, Providence, RI 02903), online at ppacri.org and 
by phone at 401.421.ARTS (2787). Tickets are $55 - 
$250; all ticket prices include a $4 per ticket restoration 
charge and are subject to change without notice.  Box 
offi ce window and phone hours are Monday through 
Friday, 10AM to 5P; Saturday, 10A to 2P and two hours 
prior to curtain time(s) on performance days.

Van Morrison is a Grammy Award-winning singer, 
songwriter, author, poet and multi-instrumentalist, 
who is widely considered one of the most impor-
tant living artists of our time. He has albums that are 
ranked greatest in the entire rock and roll canon. He 
has over 150 songs featured in major motion pictures, 
including his hits “Brown-Eyed Girl,” “Moondance,” 
“Wild Night” and “Gloria”.

Van Morrison 
coming to PPAC

VAN MORRISON
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Call our friendly and knowledgeable staff 
for a private assessment of your hearing.

999 S Broadway, 3rd Floor 
East Providence, RI 02914 

401-431-5100

215 Tollgate Road, Suite 302 
Warwick, RI 02886 
401-738-9953

Diagnosis anD treatment of 
spine & musculoskeletal DisorDers

Espanol, Portuguese and Italiano spoken
1528 Cranston Street – Knightsville – Cranston, RI  02920

Tel: (401) 942-1633    Fax: (401) 942-1671

SpineTech
 Dr. Robert A. L’Europa, DC, PT              Lic # : DC 288  PT 533 

Chiropractic Medicine • Physical Therapy & Aquatic/Swimex Rehabilitation
On-site Digital X-ray | Massage Therapy

CONCENTRATING IN 
HEADACHE – NECK PAIN – BACK PAIN

Time to see the chiropractor?
There’s an old adage in the chiropractic 

profession,” if it’s a chiropractic case nothing 
else will help”.  If so, then what is a chiropractic 
case?  A chiropractic case exists when spinal 
subluxations or misalignments are the  primary 
cause of the patient’s condition or symptom 
complex.  These spinal misalignments cause 
not only abnormal spinal joint and paraspinal 
muscle function but most importantly, cause 
persisting abnormal neurologic information 
from the subluxated segment(s) of the spine 
to fulminate into a regional condition whereby 
pain or reduced strength and movement then 
affects daily function and overall health.

Usual examples of chiropractic cases are patients 
complaining of headache associated with neck symptoms.  
Postural or activity related neck and back pain.  Symptoms 
associated with inadequate diet, exercise, and poor posture 
and body mechanics.  Symptoms of headache, dizziness, 
vertigo, or loss of balance caused from upper cervical spine 
subluxations are less obvious cases however respond as 
positively or are cured with chiropractic spinal adjustments.

Establishing the diagnosis of spinal subluxation as the 
cause of the patient’s symptom complex or condition allows 
for fast and immediate treatment…..Spinal adjustments 
to correct the clinically relevant spinal misalignments.  
Chiropractic adjustments are manually performed with 
allied physical therapy treatment applied directly to the 
affected area of the spine resulting in an immediate relief 
or improvement.  A series of these spinal adjustments are 

performed until the symptoms and condition 
is resolved or improvement has plateaued.

Fast and immediate symptom relief is a 
hallmark of chiropractic treatment.  However 
maintaining a healthy chiropractic lifestyle 
involves a healthy diet and psychosocial 
lifestyle, regular exercise and proper posture 
and body mechanics.  Regular periodic 
visits with the chiropractor insures use of 
this  “compass” for maintaining a healthy 
chiropractic lifestyle and maintaining pain 
free or best function minimizing recurrence 
of symptoms or aggravation of condition.

Spinal subluxations occur from bad posture and 
biomechanics, repetitive strain, acute injury and 
viscerosomatic reflexes (internal organ neuroreflex arc with 
spinal segment i.e., esophageal heartburn symptoms causing 
midline upper back pain).  In the cases of viscerosomatic cause 
of spinal subluxation, the underlying organ dysfunction is 
addressed through natural effective treatment with additional 
diagnostics or other medical specialty referral obtained when 
needed.

Dr. L’Europa is in his 35th year of chiropractic practice, 
employing manual chiropractic spinal manipulation, 
adjunctive physical therapy modalities, spinal decompression 
and traction, active physical therapy and rehabilitive 
exercise, instruction in proper diet, posture and body 
mechanics and SwimEx aquatic therapy at SpineTech in 
Knightsville, Cranston.  Workers compensation, personal 
injury and medical insurances accepted.

Dr. robert A. L’europA
Dc, pt

4 tips to boost your family’s 
nutrition and fitness this spring

BRAndPoInT 

With warmer weather just around 
the corner, it’s the perfect time for you 
and your family to spring into action 
and really hone in on overall nutrition 
and wellness. not sure where to start? 
Registered dietitian and nutritionist 
dawn Jackson Blatner shares easy ways 
to elevate your family’s goals! From fun 
physical activities you can do together, 
to healthy habits you can implement 
today, you won’t believe how these 
simple tips will impact positive change 
in your family!

1. Make the most of longer days and 
get active

As spring extends daylight hours, it’s 
easier for families to get outside and 
get moving, which allows you to enjoy 
even more quality time together! Blatner 
suggests adding a family bike ride, a 
neighborhood walk or an outdoor game 
to your after-dinner routine to promote 
physical activity. need new ideas to 
encourage outdoor play with youngsters? 
Try creating a backyard obstacle course, 
relay race or nature scavenger hunt.

2. Prep for better sleep with pre-
bedtime habits

Springtime, especially with daylight 
Saving Time, can wreak havoc on your 
regular sleep schedule. If you plan 
ahead, however, good nighttime habits 
can improve relaxation, so the whole 
family can get a better night’s sleep.

You can encourage prep for rest by 
shutting down electronics an hour before 
bedtime and keeping phones and other 
devices out of kids’ bedrooms. This can 
help everyone to wind down and fall 
asleep faster at night, while lessening 
screen time.

3. Spring clean and organize your 
kitchen

The spring is a great time of year to de-
clutter and sanitize your household, as a 
thorough cleaning can help reduce the 
levels of allergens, bacteria and viruses 
that could be present in your home. 
Blatner recommends starting with the 
most frequently used rooms first, like the 
kitchen.

By cleaning out and reorganizing your 
fridge and pantry, you can choose to put 
wholesome ingredients like fresh fruits 
and veggies, nuts, beans, oats, avocado 
and eggs at eye level. When meal-
prepping for the school week ahead, 
you’ll tend to grab these foods more 
often and guarantee your kids will be 
getting in their nutrition.

4. Amp up your family’s nutrition 
with fun recipes

Make it a family goal to try a new recipe 
each week, with a focus on incorporating 

nutrient-packed ingredients. Whether it’s 
breakfast, lunch, dinner or snack time, 
make sure you’re choosing wholesome 
ingredients like Eggland’s Best eggs, 
which have more than six times the 
Vitamin d and double the omega-3s and 
Vitamin B12 compared to ordinary eggs.

Check out these oatmeal Snack Bars 
from Eggland’s Best! It’s a delicious and 
easy recipe that provides a quick boost of 
energy in the mornings, or can be eaten 
on the go to support your family’s overall 
wellness and nutrition.

Kick off the spring season right!

Eggland’s Best has teamed up with 
the YMCA to encourage families to 
improve their overall nutrition and 
wellness routine. From now until May 
5th, enter the “Recipe for a Healthy 
Family” Sweepstakes daily for a chance 
to win the Grand Prize of $5,000, a $250 
grocery store gift card and more! Visit 
EBFamilySweeps.com for Official Rules 
and how to enter.

Oatmeal
Snack Bars 
Prep time: 5 minutes 
Cook time: 25 minutes 
Yield: 16 bars

Ingredients

• 2 Large Eggland’s Best eggs
• 1 mashed ripe banana (about 1/2 cup)
• 1/4 cup maple syrup
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 2 cups rolled oats
• 1/2 cup almond flour 
 (or whole wheat flour)
• 1/4 cup mini dark chocolate chips
• 1 teaspoon baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon sea salt
• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

Preparation

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 

2. In bowl, whisk Eggland’s Best eggs, 
mashed banana, maple syrup and 
vanilla. 

3. In another bowl, mix together oats, 
flour, chocolate chips, baking powder, 
salt and cinnamon. 

4. Add egg mixture (wet ingredients) to 
the oat mixture (dry ingredients) and stir. 

5. Spread batter into an 8x8 baking pan 
lined with parchment paper. 

6. Bake for about 25 minutes, or until set 
in middle and golden around edges. 

7. Let cool and cut into 16 squares.
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What Everyone Should 
Know About Inflammatory 

Bowel Disease
Infl ammatory bowel disease (IBD) af-

fects approximately 3 million Americans 
with about 70,000 new cases diagnosed 
annually in the US. The prevalence of IBd 
appears to be on the rise with an increase 
from 2001 to 2018 among Medicare ben-
efi ciaries of all race and ethnicity groups. 

What is IBD? 
IBd is comprised of two diseases: Ul-

cerative Colitis (UC) and Crohn’s disease 
(CD). Both conditions cause infl ammation 
and damage to the intestinal tract (small 
and large intestine). Cd can affect all parts 
of the intestinal tract while UC is limited 
to the colon. IBd can affect other parts of 
the body including joints (arthritis), eyes 
(uveitis), skin (pyoderma), liver, and more. 
IBd increases the risk of colorectal cancer 
and requires frequent surveillance with 
colonoscopy. 

Are IBS and IBD the same thing? 
Many people confuse IBS and IBd be-

cause they sound similar. Irritable bowel 
syndrome (IBS) is a clinical condition 
based on a set of symptoms: abdomi-
nal pain with diarrhea, constipation, or 
both.  IBd is a lifelong autoimmune dis-
ease caused by chronic infl ammation of 
the intestinal tract. They are not the same 
disease but share many similar symptoms 
including diarrhea and abdominal discom-
fort which is why speaking to your doctor 
about your symptoms is important. 

What are the most common 
symptoms of IBD? 

The most common symptoms of IBd 
include diarrhea, abdominal pain, fatigue, 
weight loss, and rectal bleeding. The diar-
rhea may be frequent and result in the need 
to “rush” to the bathroom with urgency. 
Many of these symptoms can be debilitat-
ing and affect quality of life. People are of-
ten embarrassed to talk about their symp-
toms or seek help. 

When are most people diagnosed 
with IBD? 

While IBd can occur at any age, most pa-
tients are diagnosed before age 30.  Many 
people with IBd may have rectal bleeding 
and think it is from hemorrhoids not real-
izing it could be a sign of IBd. After age 
30 there is a second “peak” of diagnoses in 
the 50-60s age range so it is important for 
everyone to pay attention to the symptoms 
and speak with their doctor. 

Why do people get IBD?
The exact cause of IBd is not known. 

Researchers believe it is a combination of 
genetics, environmental factors, and the 
body’s immune response. There are genetic 
risk factors including having a fi rst-degree 
relative with Cd or UC. Historically, white 
populations had a higher incidence of IBd, 
but recent studies have shown an increase 
in IBd across other races and ethnicities. 

How is IBD diagnosed?
The key part of diagnosing IBd starts 

with recognizing the symptoms. Let your 
doctor know if you are developing rectal 
bleeding, having pain after eating, or los-
ing weight without intent. Your doctor may 
examine you and send you for blood and 
stool tests to check for anemia, signs of 
infl ammation, or infection. To physically 
“look” at the intestinal tract your doctor 
may refer you to a gastroenterologist for an 
endoscopy and colonoscopy. This is done 

by putting a small, thin, fl exible tube with 
a camera in the body. Pictures and biopsies 
can be taken to help diagnose IBd. Imag-
ing tests including CT scans and MRI may 
help with the diagnosis as well. 

Is there a cure for IBD? 
While there is no “cure” for IBd, we do 

have some excellent treatments to keep 
the disease under control. IBd often has 
periods of remission and active fl are-ups 
and should be monitored carefully. There 
are different medications used to treat IBd 
including anti-infl ammatory agents, immu-
nomodulators, and biologic therapy. How-
ever, it is critically important to start treat-
ment early before irreversible structural 
damage occurs. Time is of the essence in 
diagnosing and treating IBd. 

Will you need surgery if you have IBD? 
Will you need a bag 

(colostomy/ileostomy)? 
Most IBd can be managed medically, 

but sometimes the disease has progressed 
to structural damage requiring surgery. 
The patient will be referred to a colorec-
tal surgeon to discuss surgical options. 
often, colorectal surgeons are able to of-
fer minimally invasive surgical techniques 
(smaller incisions, less pain, earlier return 
to work/school) with laparoscopic or ro-
botic surgery. Most IBd patients undergo-
ing surgery worry if they will need a “bag” 
or “stoma” which refers to a colostomy or 
ileostomy. This is when a portion of the in-
testinal tract is brought up to the skin and 
waste is collected in a bag either tempo-
rarily or permanently. This is needed in a 
small number of IBd patients and why it is 
important to diagnose and treat early prior 
to structural damage.   

Does IBD affect your fertility?
With the peak of IBd in the 20s-30s this 

coincides with many starting families. It is 
important to make sure IBd is well con-
trolled, ideally prior to becoming pregnant. 
Patients with female anatomy who con-
ceive while in remission from IBd tend 
to remain in remission for the duration of 
their pregnancy. Conversely, poorly con-
trolled IBd can lead to decreased fertility, 
and higher-risk pregnancies.   

Take home points about IBD
It is important to pay attention and listen 

to your body’s symptoms. do not be em-
barrassed to call your doctor if you develop 
persistent diarrhea, rectal bleeding, or ab-
dominal pain. Early diagnosis and inter-
vention are key to achieving remission and 
preventing long-term structural damage 
in IBd. Here at Care new England (Kent 
Hospital/Women and Infant’s Hospital) we 
have dedicated teams including gastroen-
terology and colorectal surgery who work 
collaboratively to care for patients with 
IBd to ensure they are able to live their 
best possible healthy lives. 
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SPECIAL OFFER $50 OFF
Call today! USE CODE MBSP50

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker™

Works better than a Soundbar!

$50 OFF

888-725-1026

Traditional soundbars send the television audio across the room which 
requires more volume resulting in more noise and dialog distortion. For those 
struggling to hear television dialog, the TV Ears Wireless TV Speaker can be 
placed anywhere making it easier to hear with less volume. A much better 
way to hear television.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

MKT-P0240

Call 1-833-464-0874
for a free consultation.

Call today to reserve 
your advertising space 
for our monthly section

Rhody
Health

Running in the 
Warwick Beacon, 
Cranston Herald, 

Johnston Sun Rise & 
The Reminder.

With a total circulation 
of  over 35,000 in the 
West Bay, it’s a great 

place to advertise.

732-3100
or

821-2216

Staying Healthy
by 

MELISSA M. 
MURPHY, MD

Executive Chief of Surgery, 
Care New England 

Health System; 
Chief of Surgery, 

Kent Hospital
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PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

WET LEAKY BASEMENT?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS • MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                       RI Reg. #9386

PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

 ONLY 
$1650

(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

PER 
WEEK

SCAN NOW 
FOR AN 
INSTANT 
QUOTE

SOFT WASHING SERVICES
HOUSE WASH - ROOF WASH - DECK WASH - PATIO WASH - FENCE WASH

Licensed & Insured • Gift Certifi cates Available
ADDITIONAL CLEANING SERVICES

• Solar Panels • • Exterior Windows • • Gutters •

FREE ESTIMATES
401-595-0726

www.PowerWashJM.com

401-623-6106
bmlandscapingcoinc@verizon.net

Family Owned & Operated Since 2001 • Fully Licensed & Insured

Spring Cleanups • Lawn Mowing
Landscape Design • Shrub Trimming

Seed & Sod Installations • Mulch Installations
Fall Leaf Cleanups • Snow Plowing Services

New Landscape Installations

Aluminum & Vinyl Products
Sales • Installation • Repairs • Replacements

• Replacement Windows & Doors
• Storm Windows & Doors
• Custom Screens
• Screen Enclosures - Patio Covers
• Retractable Awnings

401-490-5333
John L. DiPanni Inc.  Cell 401-556-6253

3 Southern View Drive, Narragansett, RI 02882  fax: 401-782-8213
www.johndipanni.com

Insured:
Reg RI 5368

WARWICK SHOWCASE

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
* * * ½ 

(Funny Take on Popular Game)

I was apprehensive about seeing a 
movie based on a popular game that I had 
never played and had no interest in.

“Dungeons and Dragons” was about, 
well, dungeons and dragons, not my two 
favorite subjects.

The movie opens in a dungeon and 
ends with dragons.

However, I’m glad that I was wrong.
“Dungeons and Dragons” is a hilarious 

spoof on the game and the movie genre.
Chris Pine is perfect as the petty thief 

who escapes from the dungeon at just the 
moment he is about to be set free. He re-
turns home to begin his quest to recover a 
sacred helmet.

We get a short back story about what 
brought him to this moment in history, 
and the adventure begins.

Much like “Guardians of the Galaxy” 
the genre is spoofed with funny one-lin-
ers. Pine is quick on his feet and with his 
tongue.

The scenery is spectacular as are the 
creatures that come out of nowhere to 
stop the quest.

Hugh Grant makes one of the best vil-
lains ever, with his venomous sneer and 
delight at telling lies.

There is a hilarious scene where our 
hero and his crew must dig up the dead 

and ask them five questions. It plays like a 
Monty Python skit and had me laughing 

out loud. If you stay through the credits, 
you’ll get an encore.

A THOUSAND AND ONE 
* * * * (Joyce) * * * ½ (Don)

Teyana Taylor plays Ines, a Black moth-
er of a six-year-old boy in Harlem in the 
‘70’s.

She kidnaps Terry from foster care, hid-
ing him from the authorities and raising 
him through his high school years.

Ines is not even close to being the per-
fect mother, but she loves the boy and 
fights to make a home for him.

Life is not easy for an unstable, ex-con 
Black woman with no husband or means 
of support, living in a decaying apart-
ment building at a time when landlords 
are evicting tenants so they can tear down 
structures and bring gentrification to Har-
lem.

Ines has a relationship with a caring 
Black man who comes and goes as he 
pleases, at times attempting to be a posi-
tive role model, but not really knowing 
how.

The movie is tough, pulling no punches, 
and at times is depressing. Joyce felt more 
for Ines than I did, but we both agreed 
that she cared deeply for Terry, even if she 
didn’t always do the right thing.

The odds against her were too strong, 
but she always persevered.

A THOUSAND AND ONE

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies

See it at the 
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